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BUCHANAN'S  POLITICAL  RECORD. 


I.ET      THE      SOUTH      BEWARE! 


The  following  collection  of  facts  illustrating 
the  political  career  of  James  Buchanan,  of  Pa., 
have  been  carefully  prepared  for  m?  purpose 
of  enlightening  the  people  of  the  South,  in  re- 
ference to  his  true  character.  They  will  be 
found  of  paramount  importance  in  the  influ- 
ence they  are  destined  to  exert  upon  the  South- 
em  mind : 

A  Question  of  Veracitt. — It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Hon.  Henry  M.  Fuller,  of  Pa.,  in  his  late 
speecli  in  Congress,  charged  home  upon  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Buchanan,  that  that  gentleman  had  acted  as 
a  member  of  a  committee,  appointed  at  a  meeting 
held  in  Lancaster  city,  in  November,  ]819,  which 
had  reported  a  series  of  resolutions,  declaring  that 
Congress  possessed  the  constitutional  power  to  ex- 
clude slavery  from  the  Territories,  and  calling  upon 
it  to  exercise  that  power. 

This  charge  was  answered  by  Hon.  J.  Glancy 
,Toues,  cf  Berks,  by  an  authoritative  denial  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  had  acted  as  chairman  of  that  committee! 
a  charge  not  made  by  Mr.  Fuller;  but  Mr.  Jones 
also,  in  a  similar  authoritative  manner,  denied  that 
Mr.  Buchanan  hsd  been  present  at  the  meeting,  or 
knew  anything  of  the  resolutions  until  they  were 
published  in  the  public  journals.  According  to  Mr. 
Jones's  own  showing,  Mr.  Buchanan  must  have  after- 
wards seen  them  in  print,  and,  failing  to  repudiate 
them  as  his  own,  they  must  of  course  be  regarded  as 
expressive  of  the  views  he  then  held  himself. 

I3ut  we  have  now  positive  evidence  to  con*radict 
Mr.  Jones,  and  fully  sustain  the  whole%harge  made 
by  Mr.  Fuller;  and  we  boldly  ar.d  fearlessly  assert, 
defying  Mr.  Jones,  or  any  other  friend  of  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, successfully  to  meet  and  contradict  the  asser- 
tion, thai  James  Buchanan  did  attend  that  meeting, 
served  as  one  of  the  committee  on  resolutions,  con- 
sisting only  of  three  persons,  retired  and  deliberated 
with  his  colleagues,  and  did,  what  is  not  now  usual 
m  such  cases,  along  with  his  colleagues,  sign,  with 
his  own  name,  the  report  of  the  committee.  Of  all 
this  there  is  abundant  evidence ;  but  for  the  present' 
we  content  ourselves  by  submitting  the  following, 
veriSed  by  the  certificates  of  one  of  our  notary  pub- 
lics: 

:  Opposition  to  Slavery. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  November  27, 1S19. 
At  a  late  and  enthusiastic  meeting  of  citizens,  held 
m  the  court  house  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  on  Tues- 
day, the  24th  instant,  convened  pursuant  to  public 
notice,  calling  on  them  to  take  into  consideration  and 
f  0  consult  on  such  measures  as  may  best  tend  to  pre- 
rent  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  any  Territory 
or  State  hereafter  to  be  formed  or  admitted  into  the 
Union, 


The  Hon.  Walter  Franklin  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  William  Jenkins  appointed  Secretary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  being  fully  explained,  it 
was  moved  and  seconded  that  a  committee  of  three 
persons  be  appointed  to  frame  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  sense  of  the  present  meeting. 

Thereupon,  James  Hopkins,  James  Bdchanan,  and 
Wilham  Jenkins  were  appointed  a  committee  tor  that 
purpose,  and  made  a  report  as  follows : 

Whereas,  the  people  of  this  State,  pursuing  the 
maxims  and  animated  by  the  beneScence  of  the  great 
founder  of  Pennsvlvania",  first  gave  effect  to  the  grad  - 
ual  abolition  of  slavery  by  a  national  act,  which  has 
not  »nly  rescued  the  unhappy  and  helpless  African 
within  their  territory  from  the  demoralizing  influence 
of  slavery,  but  ameliorated  his  state  and  condition 
throughout  Europe  and  America. 

And  whereas,  it  would  illy  comport  with  these  hu- 
mane and  Christian  efforts  to  be  silent  spectators 
when  this  great  cause  of  humanity  is  about  to  be  agi- 
tated in  Congress  by  fixing  the  destiny  of  the  new 
iJomains  of  the  United  States :    Theretbre, 

Besolved,  That  the  Keprosentatives  in  Congress  ■ 
from  this  district  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  most  ear- 
nestly requested  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors,  as 
members  of  the  National  Legislature,  to  prevent  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  Territories  or  new 
States  which  may  be  erected  by  Congress. 

li'-sohe^,  As  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that,  aa 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  will  shortly  be  in  session. 
It  will  be  highly  deserving  their  wisdom  and  patriot- 
ism  to  take  into  their  early  and  most  serious  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  instructing  our  Represetita- 
tives  in  the  National  Legislature  to  use  the  most  zeal- 
ous and  strenuous  exertions  to  inhibit  ^e  existence  of 
slavery  in  any  of  the  Territories  or  States  which  may 
hereafter  be  created  by  Congress;  and  that  the  mem- 
bers of  Assembly  from  this  countv  be  requested  to 
embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing  th^  sub- 
ject before  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature. 

Eesokei,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the 
members  of  Congress  who,  at  the  last  sesaon,  sus- 
tained the  cause  of  justice,  humanity,  and  patriotism, 
in  opposing  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  State 
then  endeavored  to  be  formed  out  of  <lie  Missouri 
Territory,  are  entitled  to  the  warmest  thanks  of  every 
friend  of  humanity. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
published  in  the  newspapers  of  this  city. 

James  Hopkins 
William  Jenkins. 
James  Buchanan. 
The  foregoing  resolutions  being  read,  were  unani- 
mously adopted ;  after  which,  the  meeting  adjourned. 
Walter  Franklin, 

Chairman, 
Attest:  William  Jenkins,  Sec'y. 


r- 


&iip  of  rhifadilfMa, 

l^tate  of  Pennsylvania,  IS.     • 
This  is  to  cert.fy  that  the  above  is  a  true,  full,  ex- 


act, and  complete  copy  of  the  whole  of  an  article  pub- 
lished in  Poulson's  American  Daily  Advertiser,  vol. 
xlviii.  No.  ]  ?,419,  published  in  Philadelphia,  of  the 
date  of  Monday  morning,  November  29,  1819,  and 
which  copy  has  been  compared  carefully  and  faith- 
fully by  me  from  the  bound  volume  of  said  Poulson's 
American  Daily  Advertiser,  now  deposited  in,  and 
belonging  to,  the  Library  Company  of  Fhiladclph" 


species  of  availability  is  recognised  as  a  merit  at  the 
South,  Northern  statesmen  should  court  Free-soilers, 
and  not  struggle  with  them,  if  they  wish  to  be  Presi- 
dents.   Such  availability  may  be  very  desirable  to 
those  who  wish  success  alone;  but  those  who  look 
to  the  interests  of  the  country  may  well  be  excused 
if  they  prefer  a  different  standard.    I  certainly  pre- 
fer that  the  South  shall  prefer  the  selection,  not  only 
of  a,  sound  man,  but  that  she  shall  vote  for  the  nomi- 
nation of  no  man  upon  any  such  ground  of  availabil- 
ity.   The  coming  election  must  settle  the  slavery  agi- 
\      In  witness  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set{tatioB.     I  do  not  wish  a  single  Free-soiler  to  vote  the 
>- my  hand  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  this   Democratic  ticket,  nor  will  I  willingly  afford  them 
)  29  th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1852.  the  slightest  excuse  for  so  doing.     "A   prominent 

Edmdnd  Wilcox,         |  north-west  Democrat  told  me  to-day  that  the  nomi- 
Not  Pub.      :  nation  of  Mr.   Buchanan   would  enable  Trumbull, 
Here  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Charles  Wentworth,  and  other  Free-soilers,  to  come  back  into 
Irving,  one  of  the  Democratic  presidential  electors  in  |  t^e  party.     I  am  not  anxious  to  get  back  such  char- 
the  State  of  Virginia,  published  in  the  Daily  Rich- j  ^^^'^j^''-  M^Buchanar^  "^  my  reasons  for  not  pre- 
mond  Enquirer,  of  the  9th  of  May,  1856  :  |     «  Bft'there"is  s"m  another  reason.    That  reason  is 

"  The  error  into  which  the  Sentinel  has  fallen  in  1  in  his  i-ecord.  To  carry  the  entire  South,  we  must 
regard  to  the  Presidency  is  in  the  idea  that  there  j  not  only-have  a  sound  man,  but  one  who  is  above  im- 
was  no  other  question  involved  in  the  coming  can-  peaclTmeut — whose  record  is  as  stainless  as  the  prin- 
Tass  biit  the  slavery  question,  and  that  upon  that  ciples  he  advocates.  Is  such  the  case  with  Mr.  Bu- 
question  all  that  the  Soutti  had  a  right  to  require  I  chanan  ?  Let  the  record  answer.  Mr.  Buchanan 
was  the  personal  soundness  of  the  candidate.  The  j  may  be,  and  we  really  think  he  is  sound  ;  but  to  car- 
South  has  a  clear  right  to  require  more  than  this.  She  iry  the  united  South,  we  must  have  a  candidate  whose 
has  a  right  to  require  that  the  election,  if  in  her  favor,  |  record  is  perfectly  unassailable.  Is  Mr.  Buchanan 
shall  settle,  at  least  for  some  time,the  slavery  agitation,  j  (hat  man  ?  Let  us  see.  I  quote  from  a  late  commu- 
What  certain  means  of  producing  this  result  can  be  :  nication  in  the  New  Orleans  Delta,  and  which  the  ed- 
adopted,  except  in  the  selection  of  a  candidate  who  iitor  of  the  Sentinel  knows  to  be  accurate  in  its  quo- 
is  identilied  with  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.     The  '  tations  from  the  record : 

Black  Republicans  have  made  the  repeal  of  the  j  '"On  the  2Tth  of  December,  1837,  Mr.  Calhoun 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  their  sole  test.  The  Demo- ;  submitted  to  the  Senate  that  celebrated  series  of  res- 
cratic  party  must  make  it  one  of  their  tests.  Can  i  olutiocs,  the  great  objects  of  which  were  to  set  forth 
they  make  it  fairly  and  squarely  excf-pt  by  the  pre-  j  with  precision  and  force  the  constitutional  rights  of 


sentation  of  some  man,  especially  if  the  candidate 
comes  from  the  North,  who  is  identified  with  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  ?  Can  any  man  candidly  say 
that  Mr.  Buchanan  is  so  identified?  I  think  not.  In 
the  very  Slidell  letter,  in  which  he  commits  himself 
to  it,  he  also  says  that  we  should  make  no  war  upon 


the  slaveholding  States,  and  to  attract  to  their  sup- 
port an  enlightened  public  opinion  against  the  at^ 
tacks  of  Northern  fanaticism.  The  second  resolu- 
tion was  in  these  words :  (Calhoun's  Works,  vol.  3, 
p.  140.) 

■  Eesolvid,  That  in  delegating  a  portion  of  their 


those  Democrats  who  voted  against  it.  What  does  |  powers  to  be  exercised  by  -he  Federal  Government, 
this  kindness  to  anti-Nebraska  Democrats  mean  ? —  the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
The  editor  of  the  Sentinel  has  frequently  denounced  right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police 
the  administration  of  General  Pierce,  for  failing  to   and  are  alone  responsible  for  them,  and  that  any  in 


settle  and  quiet  slavery  agitation,  and  attributed  it  ter meddling  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or  a  oombJ- 
to  his  New  York  appointments.      ""  '  "       "       "    "    '      '■  '"^  ""      '"  ^'" 


The  real  source  of  j  nation  of  their  citizens,  with  the  domestic  instit\i 
President  Pierce's  "inability  to  allay  fanaticism  is  i  tions  and  police  of  the  others,  on  any  ground,  or  un- 
traceable to  another  and  higher  cause.  That  cause  der  any  pretext  whatever,  political,  moral,  or  reli- 
is  in  the  principle  upon  which  he  was  nominated. — !  gious,  with  a  view  to  their  alteration  or  subversion, 
General  Cass,  Judge  Douglas,  and  Sir.  Dickinson,  i  is  an  assumption  of  superiority  not  warranted  by  the 
had  all  been  in  the  compromise  fight — were  all  iden-  j  Constitution,  insulting  to  the  States  interfered  with, 
tilled  wiih  the  fugitive  slave  law.  They  v.ore  all  'ig- 1  tending  to  endanger  their  domestic  peace  and  ti-an- 
nored'  upon  the  ground  that  they  v/ere  unavailable,  \  quillity,  subversive  to  the  objects  for  which  the  Con- 
and  President  Pierce  selected  up'on  the  ground  that,  |  stitution  wasformed,  and,  by  necessarj^  consequence, 
being  out  of  the  fight,  he  was  not  so  objectionable  to  tending  to  weaken  and  destroy  the  Union  itself.' 


Northern  Free-sojlers,  and  that  he  was  perfectly 
sound.  We  gained  the  election,  but  we  did  uot  gain 
a  triumph  of  principle,  for  the  reason  that  Free-soil- 
ers availed  themselves  of  the  excuse  to  come  into  the 
ranks  and  again  embarrass  it.  The  nomination  of 
Mr.  Buchanan  will  be  a  repetition  of  that  error;  and 
no  matter  how  true  he  may  be  to  the  Constitution, 
like  President  Pierce,  he  will  be  unable  to  control 
the  elements  of  fanaticism  his  election  will  fail  to 
crush.  The  coming  election  must  test  the  question 
of  whether  or  not  the  equality  of  the  Southern  States 
in  the  Union  is  recognised?  To  test  that  question 
the  candidate  must  not  only  be  sound,  but  he  must 
have  been  in  the  fight,  and  be  able  to  show  that  he 
stood  the  fire. 

"If  silence,  during  the  battle,  constitutes  a  claim 


Mr.  Morris,  ot  Ohio,  who  was  then  the  only 
avowed  Abolitionist  in  the  Senate,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  "moral,  and  religious."  Had  the 
motion  prevailed,  the  effect  would  have  been  to  en  •■ 
courage  agitation  in  the  form  in  which  it  would  be 
most  likely  to  be  fatal  to  the  South.  It  would  have 
been  a  direct  encouragement  to  the  Abolitionized 
clergy  of  the  North  to  take  the  very  course  which  was 
taken  by  the  "three  thousand  and  fifty  divines"  who, 
in  1854,  sacrilegiously  assumed,  "in  the  name  of 
Almighty  God,  and  in  his  presence,"  to  denounce 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Comps  omise  as  a  "  viola- 
tion of  plighted  faith  and  a  breach  of  a  national  com- 
pact." Subsequent  events  have  abundantly  attest- 
ed the  truth  of  what  Mr.  Calhoun  said,  when  arguing- 
against  the  mot'on,  "  th&t  the  whole  spirit  of  the 


for  offiec,  how  can  the  SouiJi  expect  Northern  states -I  resolution  hinged  upon  that  word  rdi^iou-i." 
Men  to  uphold  her  banner,  when  Abolitionists  are  I  "'  The  vote  being  taken  on  Mr  Morris's  junend- 
seeking  to  tear  it  to  tatters?  If  an  abiHty  to  get  I ment,  it  stood  a.-?  follows:  (Congressional  Globe, 
Prce-soil  vot^s  inakea  a  candidate  available,  and  Umtlvol.  6,  p.  74.) 


'"Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanax,  Ciayton,  i  '"On  a  subsequent  occasion,  Mr.  Caibour:,  with  a 
Davis,  McKeon,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Ruggles.  view  to  inluse  vitality  into  llr.  Clay's  amendrntot. 
Smith    of   Indiana,  Southard,   Swift,   Tipton,    and 'moved  to  insert  that  any  attempt  of  Congress   to 


"Webster— 14. 


attempt 
j abolish  slavery  in  the  Terrilorics  'would  ^e  a 


Nays— Messrs.  Allen,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,   jjeious  attack  upon  the  States  in  which   slavery  ex  ■ 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Cuthbert,  Ful- lists.'     Mr.  Buchanan  opposed  the  amendment:  and 


ton,  Hubbard,  Kin^,  Knight,  Linn,"  Lumpkin,  Lyon, ' 


in  reply  to  his  speech  that  Mr,  Calhoun  made 


Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives, ;  the  remarks  which  may  be  Kumd  in  the  third  volume 
Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  ot  his  works,  pages  11'4  to  190,  and  which  he  corn- 
Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  White,   Wilhams,  Wright,  |  menced  by-  saying  that  '  the  remarks  of  the  Senat*Dr 


and  Young — 31. 


from  Pennsylvania  were  of  such  a  character  that  be 


The  &fth  resolution,  to  which  Mr.  Calhoun  here  i  could  not  permit  them  to  pass  in  silence.' 


referred,  and  which  he  justly  regarded  as  the  most 


important  of  all,  and  struggled  most  perseveringly  ;  chanan,  it  is  clear 


From  tbese  votes,  and  this  .atiguage  of  Mr.  Bu- 


te have  passed  without  amendment,  was  as  foUov^i^s 


'1st.  That  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  rdi^jiovs 


]it:wlc<;d.  That  the  intermeddling  of  any  State  agitation  of  the  slavery  question — a  species  of  agita- 
cr  States,  or  their  citizens,  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  !  tion  which  Mr.  Calhoun  justly  regarded  as  more  fa- 
District,  or  in  any  of  the  Territories,  on  the  ground,   tal  than  any  other. 

or  under  the  pretext,  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinful,  or  |  "  '2d.  That  he  recognised  the  constitutional  jix-^Prt- 
the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress  v,ith  ;  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  dangerous  attack  nn  ,  lunibia,  opposing  its  exercise  only  on  the  ground 

"    " ~  '  '  ot  its  inexpediency — a  proposition  which  the  position 

It 'of  Mr.  Van  Bureu  shows  affords  no  reliable  protec- 


the  institutions  of  all  the  slaveholding  States.' 
'  This  resolution  covered  the  whole  ground. 


3d.  That  he  refused  to  commit  himself  fully  on 


met  the  issue  boldly  and  fully.    No  Southern  Demo-  \  tion  to  Southern  institutions 

crat  can  hesitate  to  say  that  it  embodied  a  great  truth,       "  '  3d.  That  he  refused  to 

to  which  events  have  borne  the  most  emphatic  testi- 1  the  great  question  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  ever 

mony.    Mr.  Cl.ay,  of  Kentucky,  moved   to  strike   it '  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  far  as  he  did 


out,  and  insert  the  following  as  a  substitute  : 


go,  evidently  left  it  to  be  understood  that  the_  aboli- 


•  Resolved,  That  when  the  District  of  Columbia ,  tion  of  slavery  by  Congress,  in  those  Territories, 
was  ceded  by  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  to  ,  would   be    'no  attack   on  the   States  in  which   it 


have  under- 


the  United  States,  domestic  slavery  existed  in   both  '  exists. 

of  those  Stages,  including  the  ceded  teiT'tory  ;  and  '  "  '  If  his  opinions,  in  these  respect 
that,  as  it  still  continues  in  both  of  them,  it  could  not '  gone  any  material  change,  the  country  has  not  yet 
be  abolished  within  the  district  without  a  violation  j  been  authoritatively  apprized  of  the  fact  The  re- 
of  that  good  faith  which  was  implied  in  the  cession,  flections  cast  by  him  on  the  instiiu  ion  of  slavery,  in 
and  in  the  acceptance  of  the  territory,  nor,  unless  !  one  of  his  speeches  in  England,  and  the  studied  de- 
compensation were  made  for  ths  slaves,  without  a  i  sign  he  has  manifested  to  keep  aloof  from  the  ex- 
manifest  infringement  of  an  amendment  of  the  C:  n- ;  citeraent  growing  out  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missoui-i 
stitution  of  the  United  States  ;  nor  without  exciting  ;  Compromise,  are  not  well  calculated  to  inspire  confi- 
a  degree  of  just  alarm  and  apprehension  in  the  jdenc«,  that  if  his  views  have  undergone  any  change 
States  recognising  slavery,  far  transcending,  in  mis- ;  it  has  been  a  change  for  the  better.' 
chievous  tendency,  any  possible  benefit  which  would  j  "So  much  for  the  slaveiy  is^ue.  How  does  Mr. 
be  accomplished  by  the  abylition.'  (Congressional  i  Buchanan  stand  upon  the  turiii  V  Will  the  Sentinel 
Globe,  vol.  <3,  p.  53.'>  say  that  he  is   sound,   or  justify  his  'low  vrages' 

"'The  utter  insufficiency  of  this  temporizing  i  speech  ?  How  does  he  stand  upon  the  French  spoli- 
amendment  scarcely  need  be  pointed  out.  Objection-  ation  bill,  which  President  Polk  and  President 
able  as  it  was  in  conceding  to  Congress  the  consti- j  Pierce  vetoed '?  Everybody  knows  that  he  wa-j  in  fa- 
tutional  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  ofivorofit.  How  does  he  stand  upon  the  Pacific  Rail- 
Columbia,  and  declaring  against  the  exercise  of  t'nat  roadV  He  declared  himself  in  favor  of  an  appivpri- 
power  only  on  the  ground  of  inexpediency,   it  was  !  ation  of  public  money  to  build  it,  as  is  notorious.  In 


power  only  on  ttie  ground  of  inexpediency 

still  more  so  in  this,  that  it  made  no  reference  what 


fact,  is  tbere  a  singii  Federal   measure,  except  that 


ever  to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.  The  \  of  the  United  States  Bank,  upon  which  he  is  not  re- 
passage  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolution  would  have  com- 1  corded  against  Democratic  principles?  How  can  we 
mitted  the  Senate,  not  only  a^jainst  the  abolition  of : hope  to  carry  the  united  South  with. such  a  record? 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  also  aga'nstiWill  Southern  Democrats  overlook  this  record? 
the  application  of  the  Wilniot  Proviso  and  kindred  Will  Northern  Nebraska  men  overlook  this  ignoring 
measures  to  the  Territories  Mr.  Clay's  amendment  of  Pierce  and  Douglas?  Is  there  no  danger  that,  in 
was  entirely  silent  on  the  subject.  It  is  true,  that  in  admitting  the  Abolitionist,  Trumbull,  we  may  not 
another  resolution  which  he  proposed  to  have  adopt- 1  dishearten  the  gallant  Douglas?  Is  there  no  fear 
ed  as  an  additional  amendment,  it  was  declared  that  \  that,  in  reinstating  the  Free-soiler,  Hickman,  who  is 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Territory  of  Florida  j  in  favor  of  Reeder,  we  may  not  palsy  the  arm  of 
would  be  highly  ineaffdienf,  principally  for  the  rea- 1  Richard?on  ?  In  fine,  is  there  no  Rar  that,  in  hoping 
son  '  that  it  would  be  in  violation  of  a  solemn  com- ,  for  Free-soil  aid,  we  may  not  lose  the  few  friends  the 
promise  made  at  a  memorable  and  critical  period  in  '  South  has  in  the  North?  it  is  evident  to  the  com- 
the  history  of  this  country,  by  which,  while  slavery  '  monest  understanding,  that  the  first  step  of  Northern 
was  prohibited  north,  it  was  admitted   south   of  the  ;  Black  Republicanism  isjo  kill  off  all  those  influential 

who  have 
ly  participated  in  the  tight  for  our  rights.      Is 
be  considered  by  Southern  men  as  remedied  by  ano- ,  not  the  South  aiding  th  ;m  in  this  first  step  when  it; 
ther  which  recognised  the  binding  force  of  the  Mis- 1  not  only  ignores  its  own  sons,  but  also  ignores,  upon 

■  " the  ground  of  availability,  those  Northern  men  idea- 

titled  v'ith  the  late  Kamas-Nebraska  bill?    This  is  a. 


line  of  thirty  six  degrees  thirty  minutes   north  lati-  '■  men  at  the  North,  like  Pierce  or  Douglas 
tude.'      The  defect  in  the  first  amendment  can  hardly  actively  participated  in  the  fight  for  our  r 


souri  Compromise. 
"  '  On  the  cju 


ion  to  strike  out  Mr.  Calhoun's  res- 


olution, and  insert  Mr.  Clay's  as  an  amendment,  af-  ([uestion  the  Scutii  would  do  well  tc  ponder.  Jf  Mr 
ier  it  had  been  modified  by  .striking  out  the  parr,  re-i  Buchari.iU  is  to  be  nominated,  and  Pierco  and  Don.<,'- 
lating  to  the  compensation  for  slavef,  the  vote  stood,  |  las  in  the  North  ignored,  let  the  responsibility  rettt 
yeas  19,  nays  18.  (Congressional  Globe,  vol.  6,  p.  ielsewhi, re  Aaii  upon  the  State  of  Virginia.  He  may 
fi2.)  Mr.  BiR^imiO-u'ii  i^mc  staiid.s  reivrded.  m  ^/■,<'|  be,  and  probably  is  sound,  but  these  ai-e  times  wbea 
^fflrninUpv.  *  mora  tlKm  ordinary  caution  is  necessary,    jl  may  be- 


come  the  duty  of  the  South  to  support  him.  When 
that  time  arrives  I  can  discharge  the  duty;  but  I  do 
think  that  the  reasons  above  stated  exempt  me  from 
any  blame  for  not  advocating  him  until  that  responsi- 
bility devolves  upon  me. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"CHAS.  IRVING." 
Gex.  Jackson's  opiniok  op  Me.  Buchanan. 

A  few  weeks  before  his  death,  Gen.  Jackson  in  a 
letter  to  a  friend,  expressed  the  following  opinion  of 
James  Buchanan,  under  date  of  "  Hermitage,  Febru- 
ary 28th,  1845:" 

"  Your  observations  with  regard  to  Mr.  Buchanan 
are  correct.  He  showed  a  want  of  moral  courage  in  the 
affair  of  the  intrigue  of  Adams  and  Clav— did  not  do 
me  justice  in  the  expose  he  then  made,  and  I  am  sure 
about  that  time  dkl  believe  there  was  a  pei  feet  under- 
standing between  Adams  and  Clay  about  the  Presiden- 
cy and  the  Secretaryship  of  State.  This  I  am  sure  of. 
3But  whether  he  viewed  that  there  was  any  corruptioi. 
in  the  case  or  not,  I  know  not;  but  one  thin^  I  do 
know,  (hat  he  wished  me  U'  cornhat  them  with  their  own 
weapons~1hat  wa^  to  let  my  friends  say  if  I  was  elect- 
ed, Iwouldmakf.  Mr.  Glai  'Secretary  of  Slate.  This 
to  «i<s  appeared  gross  cnrrjption,  and'  I  repelled  it 
with  that  honest  indignatitn  as  (which)  I  thought  it 
deserved." 

Buchanan's  Ovn  Testimony. 

Mr.  Andrew  Jackson,  of  Tennessee,  attributes  the 
above  letter  of  Gen.  Jackson,  in  which  he  charged 
Buchanan  with  a  want  of  moral  courage,  to  "  irrita- 
tion "  ctused  by  the  following  letter  received  from  a 
friend  in  Washington,  Major  William  B.  Lewis,  of 
Tennessee : 

Washington,  Feb.  17,  1845. 

Mr  Dear  General:  Your  two  confidential  and 
very  interesting  letters  of  the  4th  and  5th  instant, 
have  been  received  and  disposed  of  as  requested.  I 
nm  happy  to  say  that  I  nm  entirely  satisfied,  and  so 
i^  Mr.  Blair,  with  the  gentlemen  who  it  is  supposed 
will  constitute  the  new  cabinet.  Mr.  Itlair  and  my- 
self both  think  it  doubtful,  however,  whether  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan will  accept  upon  the  terms  proposed,  (he 
.should  not  be  appointed  unless  he  does)  as  he  is  full 
of  the  idea  as  stated  to  j'ou  in  my  previous  letters,  of 
being  a  candidate  for  the  succession.  //'  he  should 
not  accept,  I  suppose  the  State  Department  will  then 
be  offered  to  Mr.  Stevenson.  With  or  without-  Mr. 
Buchanan,  however,  I  think  the  cabinet  will  be  an 
aide  one  and  fuUy  entitled  to,  and  doubtless  will,  re- 
ceive the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

The  truth  is,  General,  I  have  never  had  any  vcrv 
great  respect  for  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  of  late  I  have 
even  had  less  than  formerly.  He  did  not  come  out 
upon  the  subject  of  that  "  bargain,  intrigue,  and  cor- 
ruption" charge  upon  Messrs.  Clay  and  Adams  in 
18'25,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  and  as  was  expected 
of  him.  Besides,  I  have  heard  him  say,  not  more  than 
a  month  ago,  Uiat  he  did  not  and  never  had  helieved 
there  was  any  truth  in  the  charge.  This  occurred  at 
Mr. 's  dinner  table,  and  the  remarks  were  ad- 
dressed to  Judge  Mangum,  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate. But  having  taken  place  at  the  time  and  place 
when  it  did,  I  have  said  nothing  about  it  to  any 
one. 

BUSHANAN  .\GAINST  SqUATTEE  SOVEREIGNTY  IN  1848  — 

In  favoe  o?  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit 

Slavery  in  the  Tereitoeies — Buchanan  in  favoe 

OF  Squattee  Sovereignty  in  1856! 

We  feel  that  no  words  of  encouragement  are  neces- 
sary to  attract  attention  to  the  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Buchanan  to  Thaddeus  Sandford,  Esq.,  of  Mo- 
bile: 

This  letter  was  published  in  the  Mobile  Register 
(a  Democratic  Journal)  of  October  4,  184S,  and  it  is 
HOW  reproduced  for  general  inspection,  that  all  the 


freemen  of  this  country  may  be  convinced  how  unre- 
liable the  opinions  of  James  Buchanan  have  been  and 
are.  We  declare  that  it  is  sur  behef  he  has  been  on 
every  side  of  every  question  of  importance  that  has 
been  discussed  since  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain; 
and  that,  however  positive  the  opinions  may  have 
been  at  the  time  of  their  expression,  his  record  will 
exhibit  more  bold  and  reckless  contradictions  of  sen- 
timent, made,  evidently,  to  catch  the  popular  breeze 
at  the  moment,  than  that  of  any  other  American  pol- 
itician of  any  celebrity. 

The  Southern  Deniocracy  may  as  well  open  their 
^eyes  upon  the  fact  that  many  of' the  leading  SoxttJiern. 
Democrats  now  in  Congress  advocate  to-day  the  squat- 
ter sovereignty  doctrine  and  have  no  concealment 
about  it.  Others  of  that  Democracy  have  yielded  to 
the  doctrine  but  are  afraid  to  avow  it.  The  Southern 
Democrats  now  in  Congress  swallow  Buchanan's 
heresy  in  favor  of  squatter  sovereignty  because  they 
know  Cass,  Douglas,  Toucey,  Peck,  Georae  W.  Jones, 
Letcher,  Cobb,  and  Stevens,  are  all  for  the  doctrine 
and  mean  to  maintain  it.  Shall  we  hear  the  South- 
ern Democracy  next  declaring  squatter  sovereignty  to 
be  sound  Democratic  doctrine  ?  We  shall  see.  IJut 
to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan : 

The  Sandford  Letter. 

Washington,  August  21, 1848. 

DbaeSir:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  12th 
instant,  in  which  you  submit  to  me  the  following  par- 
agraph, and  ask  whether  it  contains  ah  accurate  ver- 
sion of  the  conversation  between  us,  concerning  my 
Berks  county  letter  on  the  occasion  to  which  you 
refer : 

"  Happening  to  meet  Mr.  Buchanan  at  the  Presi- 
dent's levee,  on  Friday  evening,  I  called  his  attention 
to  this  letter,  and  asked  him  if  he  intended  to  be  un- 
derstood as  claiming  that  the  population  of  a  Terri- 
tory in  an  unorganized  capacity  had  the  right  to  con- 
trol the  question  of  slavery  in  such  Territory.  He 
declared  that  no  such  idea' had  ever  been  maintained 
by  him;  that  the  construction  put  upon  his  language 
by  Mr.  Yancey  was  a  perversion  of  its  plain  and  ob- 
vious meaniiig;  that,  m  his  opinion,  the  inhabitants 
of  a  Territory,  as  such,  had  no  political  rights,  [al- 
though they  possessed  all  the  private  rights  of  Amer- 
ican citizens ;  J  that  they  had  no  power  whatever  over 
the  subject  of  slavery;  and  they  could  neither  inter- 
dict nor  establish  it,  except  when  assembled  in  con- 
vention to  form  a  State  constitution.  He  further  au- 
thorized and  requested  me  to  make  amy  public  use 
of  these  declarations  that  I  might  think  proper,  to 
correct  any  impression  which  Mr.  Yancey's  construc- 
tion of  his  language  ifi  the  Berks  letter  might  have 
made." 

With  the  addition  which  I  have  inserted  between 
brackets,  this  statement  is  substantially  and  almost 
literally  correct,  according  to  my  recollection. 

In  my  letter  to  Berks  county  of  25th  August,  1847, 
I  had  said,  "  under  the  Missouri  Compromise,  slavery 
was  forever  prohibited  north  of  the  parallel  of  36  de- 
grees 30  minutes,  and  south  of  this  parallel  the  ques- 
tion was  left  to  be  decided  by  the  people."  What 
people  ?  Undoubtedly  the  people  of  the  Territory 
assembled  in  convention  to  form  a  State  constitation 
and  ask  admission  into  the  Union,  and  not  the  first 
adventurers,  or  "first  comers,"  who  might  happen 
to  arrive  in  the  Territory  assembled  in  public  meet- 
ing. If  a  doubt  on  this  subject  could  possibly  exist, 
it  IS  removed  by  the  next  succeeding  sentence  of  my 
letter.  I  proceeded  to  state :  "  Congress,  •n  the  ad- 
mission ot  Texas,  adopted  the  same  rule,"  etc.  And 
what  was  th  s  ruleV  "  The  Joint  Resolution  for  an- 
nexing Texas  to  the  United  States,"  approved  March 
1st,  1845,  answers  the  question  in  the  following 
words :  "  And  such  States  as  may  be  formed  out  of 
that  portion  of  Territory  lying  south  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees thirt}'  minutes,  north  latitude,  commonly  kno\vn 
as  the  Missouri  Compromise  line,  shall  be  admitted 


into  the  Union,  with  or  v.ithout  slavor  v,  a^ifie  people  . 
of  aifh  t^taU  asking  admission  may  desire.    Such  was 
the  description  of  the  people  to  whom  I  referred  in 
my  Berks  county  letter.  i 

Any  other  construction  of  the  letter  would  render 
it  essentially  inconsistent  with  itself.  Having  urged  j 
the  adoption  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  the  inier-  i 
ence  is  irresistible  that  Congress,  in  my  opinion, 
possesses  the  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of 
slarery  in  the  Territories.  What  an  absm:dity  would 
it  then  be,  if,  whilst  asserting  this  SO  VEREIGN 
POWER  IN  CONGRESS,  whicli  power  from  its  na- 
ture must  be  EXCLUSIVE,  I  sheuld  in  the  very  same 
breath  also  claim  this  identical  power  "for  the  popu- 
lation of  a  Territory  in  an  unorganized  capacity." 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  reiterate  and  reaffirm 
every  sentiment  contained  in  my  Berks  county  letter. 
I  cling  to  the  Missouri  Compromise  with  greater  te- 
nacity than  ever,  and  yet  firmly  believe  that  it  will 
be  adopted  by  CoBgress. 

Yours,  very  respectfully. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
T.  Sandfoed,  Esq. 

Now  compare  the  principles  enunciated  in  the  fore- 
going letter  with  those  set  forth  in  the  following  ex- 
tract fr»m  his  letter  of  acceptance,  just  published  : 

"  The  agitation  on  the  question  of  domestic  slaverj 
has  too  long  distracted  and  divided  the  people  of  this 
Union  and  alienated  their  afiections  from  each  other. 
This  agitation  has  assumed  many  forms  since  its  com- 
mencement, but  it  now  seems  to  be  directed  chiefly 
to  the  Territories;  and  judging  from  its  present  char- 
acter, I  think  we  may  safely  anticioate  that  it  is  rap- 
idly approaching  a  'finality.'  The  recent  legisla- 
tion ot  Congress  respecting  domestic  slaveij,  denved, 
as  it  has  been,  from  the  original  and  pure  fountain  of 
legitimate  political  power,  the  will  of  the  majority, 
promises  ere  long  to  allay  the  dangerous  excitement. 
This  legislation  is  founded  upon  principles,  aa  an- 
cient as  free  government  itself,  and  in  accordance 
with  them,  has  simply  declared  THAT  THE  PEOPLE  i 
OF  A  TERRITORY,  LIKE  THOSE  OF  A  STATE,  | 
SHALL  DECIDE  FOR  THEMSELVES,  WHETHER 
SLAVERY  SHALL  OR  SHALL  NOT  EXIST  WITH- 
IN THEIR  LIMITS." 

So  late  then,  as  1848,  Mr.  Buchanan  believed  that 
Congress  possessed  sooereign  and  exclusive  power  to 
legislate  upon  the  subjectof  slavery  within  the  Terri- 
tories. 

That  is  exactly  the  doctrine  of  Wilmot,  ofGiddings, 
Grow,  Greeley,  Weed,  Van  Buren,  Dix,  and  Co.,  of 
this  day.  We  defy  the  astutest  of  the  Democracy 
to  detect  and  expose  a  shade  of  real  difference  be- 
tween the  power  of  Congress  as  claimed  by  Buchan- 
an in  the  foregoing  letter,  and  that  power  as  this  day 
advocated  by  the  Republicans.  The  Southern 
Democracy  are  a  nice  set  of  birds,  truly,  to  be  con- 
stantly talking  of  the  riz/ftis  of  tlie  South,  and  of  the 
want  «f  nationality  of  the  Americans.  Th^y  have 
nationality,  haven  t  they  V  They  nrotect  the  rights 
of  the  South,  don't  they  ? 

Accepting  squatter  sovereignly  as  Democratic 
doctrine ;  wallowing  with  the  Buffalo  platform  build- 
ers of  1848,  and  acknowledging  them  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  Simon  Pure  Democratic  national  party,  and 
adopting  as  the  candidate  for  the  Presidency  a  political 
man  who  has  vibrated  between  the  Wilmot  Proviso 
and  squatter  sovereignty — "  everything  by  turns, 
and  nothing  long" — the  claim  of  the  Southern  Demo- 
cracy to  a  longer  continuance  of  Southern  confidence 
must  rest  upon  the  idea  that  the  people  have  not  in- 
telligence enough  to  detect  their  want  of  honest  and 
straightforward  rectitude  m  the  pobtical  chart  by 
which  they  wish  to  steer. 

Me.  Buchanan  and  tee  tariff  op  182S. 
The  tariff  of  1828  brought  South  Carolina  into  open 
rebellion    aga.inst  tie   Government  of   the   United 
States.    Mr.  Buchanan  was  one  of  its  strong  support- 


ers and  voted  with  the  whole  Pennsylvania  delega- 
tion for  it,  yet  South  Carolina  politicians  unite  in  loud 
acchim  for  Mr.  Buchanan.  When  men  are  united 
upon  great  pr  nciples  and  measures,  consistency  may 
be  expected;  but  when  men  form  a  mere  political 
mob,  anxious  and  bent  upon  no  higher  or  loft  er 
purpose  than  a  distribution  of  the  spoils,  we  must 
expect  strange  cumpanions  in  such  a  miserable  p®- 
litical  hotch  potch. 

With  these  remarks,  we  will  now  lay  before  our 
readers  the  yeas  and  nays  of  Pennsylvania,  and  then 
all  of  the  Southern  States,  and  by  them  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  while  thirteen  Southern  men  voted  with 
Mr.  Buchanan  sixty-seven  voted  against  him. 

On  Tuesday,  April  22,  the  question  was  put;  "Shall 
the  bill  pass?" 

The  vote  was  taken  by  States. 

Pennsylvania — Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barlow, 
BUCHANAN,  Coulter,  Forward,  Frey,  Greer,  King, 
Lawrence,  Miller,  Miner,  Mitchell,  McKean,  Orr^ 
Ramsay,  Sergeant,  Stevenson,  Sterigere,  Stewart, 
Sutherland,  ^^n  Home,  Wilson,  Wolf. 

Maryland — Yea — Mr.  Little.  Nays — MeBbj:.i.  Dor- 
sey,  Gale,  Keer,  Washington,  Warns. 

Virginia. — Yeas. — -Messrs,  Armstrong,  LefB.er,. 
May welf.  Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Alexander,  ^  rcber, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Newton,  Randolph,  Hives,  Roane, 
Claiborne,  Davenport,  Mercer,  McCoy,  Smyth,  Tali- 
aferro, Trezvant. 

North  Carolina — Nays — Messrs.  Alston,  Barin- 
ger,  Bryan,  Carson,  Conner,  Cuhpepej-,  Hall, 
Holmes,  Long,  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  "Turner,  Wil- 
Uams. 

South  Carolina — Nays — Messrs.  Carter,  Davis, 
Drayton,  Hamilton,  McDuffie,  Martin,  Mitchell, 
Nickolls,  Tucker. 

Georgia— Na^ys — Messrs.  Floyd,  Fort,  Haynes, 
Gilmer,  Lumpkin,  Wilde. 

Kbntucky— Yeas— Messrs.  Buckner,  Clarke,  Chil- 
ton, Daniel,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Metcalfe,  Mc- 
Hatton.     Nays— Messrs.  Wickliffe,  Y'ancy. 

Tb.^nessbe — Nays — Messrs.  Bell.  Blair,  Crocket. 
Desha,  Isaacs,  Lea,  Marable,  Mitchell,  Polk. 

Louisiana — Nays — Messrs.  Brent,  Gurley,  Livings- 
ton. 

Mississippi — No — Mr.  Hale. 

Alabama— Nays— Messrs   McKee,  Moore,  Oners. 

Missouri — No — Mr.  Bates. 

BtJCHANAN  ON  Texas. 

In  a  speech  in  the  Senate,  in  1844,  giving  his  rea- 
sons for  supporting  the  annexation  of  Texas,  he  de- 
livered himself  as  follows,  as  he  is  reported  in  the 
Congressional  Globe,  part  2,  volnme  13,  of  the  Ap- 
pendix : 

"In  arriving  at  the  conclusion  to  support  this 
treaty,  I  had  to  encounter  but  one  serious  obstacle, 
and  that  was  the  question  of  slavery.  Whilst  I  ever 
have  maintained,  and  ever  shall  naintdin,  in  their 
vigor,  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Sonthern  States 
over  their  slave  property,  I  yet  felt  a  strong  repug- 
nance by  any  act  of  mine  to  extend  the  limits  ot  the 
Union  over  a  new  slaveholding  territory.  After  ma- 
ture reflection,  however,  I  overcame  these  scraplee, 
and  now  believe  that  the  acquisition  of  Texas,  will 
be  the  means  of  limiting,  not  enlarging,  the  dciMnion 
of  slavery. 

"  In  the  government  of  the  world.  Providence  g>«o- 
erally  produces  great  changes  by  gradual  means. — 
There  is  nothing  rash  in  the  counsels  of  the  ALniighty. 
{  May  not,  then,  the  acquisition  of  Texas  be  the  means 
j  of  gradually  drawing  the  slaves  far  to  the  Scuih,  to 
a  chmate  more  congenial  to  their  nature;  ai.d  uj^ 
they  not  finally  pa»s  off  into  Mexico,  and  there  min- 
!  gle  with  a  race  where  no  prejudice  exista  against 
I  their  color '?  The  Mexican  nation  is  compo.s6d  ot 
I  SpaniardSjPndians,  and  negroes,  blended  tojjefherin 
j  every  variety,  who  would  receive  onr  slaves  en  terms 


or  perfect  social  equitlif  J'.  To  this  condition  they 
never  can  be  admitted  m  the  Unit-ed  States. 

"  That  the  acquisition  of  Texas  would,  ere  Ions', 
convert  Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and 
probably  others  of  the  more  Noi'thern  slave  States  in- 
to free  States,  I  entartaju  not  a  doubt. 

"But  should  Texas  be  annexed  to  the  Union, 
causes  will  be  brouo^ht  iuto  operation  which  must 
inevitably  remove  slaverv  from  what  may  be  called 
the  Arming  States." 

A  CONTEAST. 

In  the  American  Convention  at  Philedelphia-,  which 
nominated  Fillmore  and  Donelson,  Mr.  Fillmore  was 
choiwn  as  the  candidate  for  the  Preaidtncyon  the  first 
ballot,  ihere  were  none  in  that  Convention  seehinci 
office  and  quarrelling  with  almost  desperate  animosi- 
ty about  the  division  of  the  spoils.  Mr.  Fillmore  was 
absent  in  a  distant  land.  He  had  not  his  cohorts  of 
friends,  his  '■  thousands  of  good  workers,"  with 
bands  of  music  and  banners  and  speeches  and  money, 
intriguing,  wire- working,  feasting  and  cajoling  and 
threatening  the  delegates  to  procure  his  nomination  ! 
for  the  Presidency.  The  convention  had  assembled 
in  a  spirit  of  the  purest  patriotism  to  select,  as  a  can. 
didate  of  the  American  party,  one  who  would  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  office  with  honesty,  ability, 
and  fidelity,  one  who  could  be  trusted  by  all  sections 
of  the  country  to  do  equal  justice  and  "to  maintain 
with  firmness  and  sagacity  the  Union  of  the  States 
and  the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  country, 
one  whose  past  life  would  be  a  guaranty  of  his  na- 
tionality, his  integrity,  his  statesmanship,  and  his 
deyotion  to  the  best  interests  of  his  native  land  — 
Millard  Fillmore  is  that  man. 

His  name  was  proposed  by  the  South.  Upon  the 
first  ballot  he  received  almost  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Southern  States  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  Northern  States.  All  the  votes  of  the  South  ex- 
cept four  were  given  to  him,  and  enough  of  Northern 


ed  by  the  Southern  delegates  as  the  only  means  of 
preventing  an  open  rupture  in  the  convention. 

Southern  men,  look  at  this  contrast!  Ponder  upoa 
the  manner  of  the  selection  ot  these  candidates.  Com- 
pare their  political  records  and  you  will  see  for  your- 
selves that,  while  Buchanan  cannot  be  trusted  by  ei- 
ther section,  and  more  p'articularly  by  the  South, 
Fillmore  commands  the  confidence  of  the  people 
everywhere.  He  was  the  first  and  unanimous  choice 
of  his  party  in  all  the  Southern  States,  and  the  pub- 
lic acts  and  professions  of  his  whole  life,  and  his  wise 
and  beneficent  administration  of  the  afiairs  of  the  na- 
tion daring  a  period  of  imminent  peril  to  our  govern- 
ment, are  an  ample  guaranty  to  the  people  that  he 
will  be  just  to  the  South  and  true  to  the  Union.  He 
is  the  exponent  of  American  principles,  aiid  the  de- 
fender of  American  nationality.  The  people  know 
him  and  will  trust  him. 


Northera  Democracy ! 

The  great  eifort  of  the  anti- American  presses 
at  the  South,  is  now,  and  has  been  for  months 
past,  to  create  the  belief  in  Southern  minds, 
that  the  so-called  Democrats  of  the  North,  ai"e 
sound  on  those  questions  which  affect  the  peace, 
safety  and  prosperity  of  the  South,  and  to 
make  the  impresoion  that  the  American  party 
is  unsound  on  those  questions.  No  candid  man 
will  assume  for  a  moment,  that  the  people  of 
the  North  are  in  favor  of  the  institution  of 
slavery  as  an  abstract  proposition,  either  as 
connected  with  the  social  organization  of  so- 
ciety, or  with  the  political  relations  which  the 
institution  involves. 

^ ^ ..„..„..„        It  is  natural,  perfectly  so,  that  persons  rear- 

Totes  to  make  more  than  two-thirds  o1  the  votes"  of  I  ©^  at  the  North,  where  African  slavery  does 
all  the  SUtes.  His  nomination  gave  complete  satis-  not  exist,  and  where  the  practical  workings  of 
T^ft"  ^wt  Laffi'*  ^-  f^""^  Abolitionists  of  the    the  institution  are  not  understood,  should  feel 

JNorth.     He  was  immediately  recognised  as  the  man     „ .^        .  j     i       u  t,      • 

for  the  times,  tie  man  upon  whom  the  whole  nation  a  repugnance  thereto,  and  should  readily  im- 
can  rely  to  restore  peace  to  a  distracted  coimtry,  to  "^"^  ^"^  strongest  prejudices  against  it.  On 
give  permanence  and  perpetuity  to  our  Union  and    the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  natural  that  South- 


to  defend  our  Republic  from  the  aggressions  of  for 
eign  foes  and  the  machinations  of  domestic  traitors 
Although  bi  ought  forward  bvthe  South  as  its  chosen 
cand  date,  he  was  accepted  \>j  the  conservatives  of 
the  North  with  joyful  acclamation. 

In  the  Cincinnati  Convention,  James  Buchjinan 
was  the  first  choice  of  the  Free  soil  Democracy  of  the 
North.  His  nomination  was  pressed  upon  tie  con- 
vention by  the  Northern  States.  He  was  acknow- 
ledged as  the  exponent  of  the  Northern  Democracy. 
His  friends  were  present  by  thousands,  with  the  Free- 
soileifBenton  at  their  head,  employing  every  artifice 
known  to  demagogues  to  procure  his  nomination. — • 
At  least  "  one  thousand  good  workers  from  Pennsyl- 
vania alone"  were  there  with  banners  and  music,  with 
promises  and  threats,  with  money  and  with  the  glit- 
tering bait  of  offices  to  bo  dispensed,  working  day 
and  night  to  win  to  his  support  enough  votes  to  give 
him  the  nomination.  Upon  the  first  ballot,  out  of 
135  1-2  votes  which  he  received,  101  1-2  were  cast  by 
the  delegates  from  the  Northern  States  in  which  Ab- 
olrflonism  is  mo^t  successfully  cherished.  At  last 
SfflhEC  seventeen  bsUotings,  his  nomination  was  forced 
upon  the  South  as  a  compromise.  The  South  got  an 
empty,  meaningless,  impracticable  platform,  and  the 
North  demanded  and  obtained  the  candidate. 

Which,  then,  is  the  candidate  of  the  South,  Mr. 
Fillmore,  who  was  the  unanimous  selection  of  the 


erners  by  birth,  education  and  training,  should 
believe  that  this  institution  produces  much 
move  of  good  than  of  evil,  and  that  the  rela- 
tions which  exist  between  the  races  in  the 
South  are  equally  advantageous  to  both,  and 
could  not  be  sundered  without  disaster  to  both. 
These  antagonistic  opinions  on  this  subject 
are  natural. 

Northerners  by  birth  and  residence,  how- 
ever, no  matter  how  clear  may  be  their  own 
convictions  on  this  abstract  question,  and  no 
matter  to  what  extent  their  prejudices  against 
slavery  might  otherwise  induce  them  to  go, 
should  remember  that  there  are  political  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  North  and  the. 
South,  created  by  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  which  relations  must  be  maintained  and 
faithfully  preserved,  or  the  Union  itself  will  be 
broken  into  fragments.  Rights  are  created, 
and  obligations  are  imposed,  by  the  Federal 
Compact,  which  cannot  be  disregarded  with- 
out involving  the  destruction  of  that  compact. 

The  whole  questwn  then,  as  to  the  sound- 
ness (if  the  people  of  the  North,  on  this  sub- 


ScilRthom  delegates  in  the  convention   by  which  he 

was  nominated,  or  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  was  the  ac- i  •  „>.   „i„„*.i ^u       u  i         i    au  i     irv 

knowledffed  champion  of  the  Northern  wing  of  his  N^^*'  y^^^ther  they  belong  to  the  pseudo  Dem 
party  and  whose  nominatioii  was  reluctautly  accept-  !  ocratic  party,  to  the  American  party,  or  to  any 


other  party,  resolves  itself  into  their  devotion 
to  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  to  that  Union 
which  it  created,  or  their  disregard  of  thejed- 
eral  compact,  and  of  the  relations  and  obliga- 
tions thereby  imposed  upon  all  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  To  be  sound  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  South,  is  to  be  firm  in 
maintaining  all  the  compromises  of  tne  Consti- 
tution, whilst  to  be  unsound  on  this  question 
is  simply  and  only  to  ignore  those  Compro- 
laises.  ,  ,    „ 

Let  us  bring  to  this  test,  the  pseudo  Demo- 
cratic party  of  the  North,  and  the  "American 
party"  of  the  country,  and  it  can  be  readily 
discovered,  which  of  the  two  is  the  more  sound 
on  this  question. 

The  Democratic  party  of  the  North  has  pro- 
duced such  men  for  leaders,  as  Martin  Van 
Buren,  Thomas  H.  Benton,  David  Wilmot, 
Galusha  A.  Grow,  John  P.  Hale,  Charles  Sum- 
ner, Robert  Rantoul,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  B.  i. 
Wade,  Benjamin  Tappan,  Lyman  TrumbuL, 
C.  E.  Stuart,  James  Harlan,  Charles  Durkee, 
■Hannibal  Hamlin,  W.  P.  Fessenden,  A.  H 
Reeder,  F.  P.  Blair,  and  hundreds  of  others  of 
the  same  class !  Are  these  men  sound  on  the 
question  of  Southern  rights  ?  We  gi-ant  that 
the  Democratic  party  of  the  North  has  also 
produced  four  or  five  such  men  as  Dickinson 
and  Bronson ;  but  such  men  were  driven,  with 
ignominy  and  disgrace,  from  this  party,  by  this 
present  (idministration  ! 

And  what  do  we  now  see  ?  Why,  the  V  an 
Burens,  father  and  son,  of  Kinderhook,  the 
Bentons,  the  Reeders,  the  Cochrane,  the  Fowl- 
ers, the  Rynders,  and  last  of  all,  the  Forneys, 
with  all  of  that  race  of  politicians,  who  have 
deceived  and  betrayed  the  South  in  the  pas^ 
are  the  prominent,  cherished,  approved  and 
eulogized  supporters  of  James  Buchanan ! 

But  let  us  leave  men  and  resort  to  the  pubhc 
resolves  of  this  same  Democratic  party. 

Look  at  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  State 
Democratic  Convention  of  Ohio  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1855,  to-wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Ohio,  now,  as 
THEY  HAVE  ALWAYS  DONE,  look  upon  slavcry  as  an 
evil  and  unfavorable  to  the  development  of  the 
spirit  and  practical  benefit  of  free  institutions,  and 
that,  entertaining  these  sentiments,  they  wUl,  at 
ALL  TIMES  feel  it  to  be  theh  duty,  to  use  all  pow- 
er CLEARLY  GIVEN  BY  THE    TERMS  OF  THE   NATIONAL 

COMPACT,  to  prevent  its  increase,^  to  mitigate,  and 

TINALLY  TO  ERADICATE  ITS  EVILS." 

The  Free-soil  Administration  Democrats  of 
New  York  adopted  the  following  resolution,  at 
their  Convention  held  at  Syracuse : 

"  Resolved,  That,  while  the  Democracy  of  this 
State  will  faithfully  adhere  to  all  the  compromises 
ot  the  constitution  and  maintain  all  the  reserved 
rights  of  the  Sutes,  they  deem  this  an  appropriate 
occasion  to  declare  their  fixed  hostility  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery  into  free  territory.", 

Tbe  Democratic  State  Coaveation  of  New 


Hampshire,  on  the  15th  day  of  October,  1846, 
after  having  been  eloquently  addressed  by 
Franllin  Pierce,  of  that  State,  unanimously 
resolved  as  follows 


"  Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  vote  of  our 
Representative  in  Congress  in  favor  of  Mr.  Wilmot  3 
amendment  to  prohibit  slavery  m  any  territory 
that  may  be  acquired  of  Mexico." 

As  the  Democracy  of  the  Granite  State  are 
regarded  as  being  quite  as  ha/rd  as  any  others 
of  the  North,  we  present  the  resolves  of  the 
8th  Senatorial  district  of  New  Hampshire, 
adopted  on  the  2d  of  January,  1850,  and  which 
were  introduced  by  the  Irother  of  Frank- 
lin Pierce  of  that  State,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  admis- 
sion of  any  new  State  into  tbe  American  Union     •  ^ 
with  the  provision  that  slavery  shall  be  tolerated.     ., 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  raombers 
of  our  State  Legislature,  whenever  the  subject  ot 
slavery  shall  be  brought  before  them,  to  give  tneir 
influence  in  favor  of  freedom. 

"  Resolved,  That  those  Democrats  whose  opin- 
ions do  not  accord  with  the  sentiment  of  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions  are  unworthy  of  our  support. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  threats  of  Southern  members  ot 
our  National  Legislature  may  be  put  to_  the  test  la 
relation  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  by  the 
passage  of  the  Wilmot  proviso." 

Not  content  with  denouncing  the  admission 
of  any  more  slave  States  into  the  Union,  those 
granite  Democrats  d^y  the  Southern  members 
of  Congress  to  dissolve  the  Union,  on  account 
of  the  Wilmot  proviso  !  Splendid  Democrats 
these  to  guard  the  rights  of  the  South  ! 

And  now  examine  the  "squatter  sovereign- 
ty" doctrines  enunciated  in  the  CincmnaU 
platform,  and  adopted  and  endorsed  by  James 
Buchanan,  and  which  doctrines,  Douglas, 
Pierce,  Cambreleng,  Van  Buren,  and  the 
whole  train  of  their  Free-soil  adherents  at 
the  North,  now  sanction,  because  tnose  doc- 
trines (as  they  all  declare)  will  tnsure  free- 
dom to  all  the  Territories  !  And  these  meo, 
and  this  pseudo  Democratic  party,  is  sov^ 
(is  it?)  on  the  question  of  Southern  rights  atid 
interests!  ,        .  , 

How  stands  the  National  American  party  on 
this  same  question?  and  how  stand  the  Amer- 
can  candidates  on  this  question  ?  Reful  the 
6th  and  7th  sections  of  the  Amencan  plat- 
form, and  examine  the  positions  there  takea 
and  maintained  by  this  party.  Read  the 
letters  of  acceptance,  written  by  the  American 
candidates,  endorsing  this  platform,  and  read 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Fillmore,  dehvered  at  Albany 
on  his  route  home,  and  this  question  is  an- 
swered; or,  ifw)t,  then  examine  the  Utah  and 
New  Mexico  bills  of  1850,  which  Millard  Fffl- 
more  avvroxed,  and  where  the  true  doctrine  (^ 
Stute  equality  may  be  found,  with  the  h%g^ 
sanctioTh  ©f  his  ^jficial  signature. 


The  Washington  Union. 

This  organ  of  Buchanan  is  equally  unreliable 
with  Van  Buren,  Dix,  Cochrane,  and  other 
supporters  of  Buchanan,  on  the  slavery  ques- 

Just  after  the  nomination  of  Frank  Pierce 
that  paper  said :  ' 

"  ^e  Free-soil  Democratic  leaders  of  the  North 
e.re  a  regular  pwtion  of  the  Democratic  party; 
and  (general  Pierce,  if  elected,  will  make  no  dis- 
tinction between,  them  and  the  rest  of  the  Demo- 
cracy tn  the  distribution  of  official  patronage,  and 
tn  the  selection  of  agents  for  administer  inn  the 
(jrovermnent." 

5^  ^"ce,  the  Union  intended  to  tell  the 
wuth.  The  editor  no  doubt  supposed  that  Gen. 
Fierce  would  "make  no  distinction"  among 
I>emocrats,  "  in  the  distribution  of  official  pa- 
tronage. General  Pierce  found  one  sound 
Democrat  m  New  York,  to  whom  Me  assigned 
an  important  position,  to  wit,  that  of  Collector 
for  the  port  of  New  York.  The  other  impor- 
^t  positions  in  that  State  were  fiUed  with 
J^ee-aoil  Democrats,  such  as  Dix,  Cochrane, 
iowler,  and  others.  The  pledge  given  by  the 
J^^^  i^  *^^  "Free-soil  Democratic  leaders 
ot  the  North"  was  certainly  redeemed,  and 
more  tiian  redeemed  by  General  Pierce,  for  he 
soon  dismissed  Judge  Bronson  from  the  Col- 
lectorship  of  New  York,  for  the  reason  that 
he  would  not  fill  the  custom-house  with  Free- 
soil  Democrats.  The  histoiy  of  that  transac- 
tion 18  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  Southern 
Democrats. 

The  Washington  Union  not  only  gave  the 
pledge  to  the  "Free-soil  Democratic  leaders  of 
the  North,"  that  they  should  have  a  fair  share 
of  the  spoils,  if  they  would  support  Gen.  Pierce, 
mit  that  press  sanctioned  and  sustained  the 
administration  in  giving  that  "  regular  portion 
of  the  Democratic  party"  the  lion's  share  "  in 
the  distribution  of  official  patronage."  We 
will  here  so  far  digress  from  the  point  we  make 
on  this  question  as  to  compliment  the  Union 
upon  Its  far-reaching  sagacity  in  hitting  upon 
the  true  means  of  bringing  the  "Free-soil 
Democratic  leaders  of  the  North"  into  the  sup- 
port of  Frank  Pierce,  to  wit:  the  promise  of 
power  and  plunder  !  This  was  an  admirable 
adaptation  of  the  means  to  secure  the  end  pro- 
posed ! 

When  the  Hon.  ex-Senator  Shields,  of  Illi- 
Bois,  was  discussing  and  defending  the  passage 
of  the  Kansas  bill,  at  Springfield,  lUinois,  in 
the  fall  of  1854,  he  spake  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"Kansas  and  Nebraska  were/ree  now,  and  the 
people  there  would  keep  them  free.  The  establish- 
ment of  slavery  in  those  Territories  was  not  only 
improbable,  but  itnpossible,  and  it  was  always  wiser 
and  better  to  let  people  work  out  a  great  good  for 
themselves,  than  have  it  forced  upon  them  by  oth- 
ers ;  and  this  was  the  way  in  which  freemen  al- 
ways do  what  is  great  and  good,  by  their  own  free 
and  voluntary  act.  The  principles  of  uon-inter- 
vention  would  not  only  keep  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
fthaX  they  are  now— /ree— but  would,  by  its  full 


and  fair  operation,  if  we  acquire  the  continent  to 
tne  Isthmus  of  Darien,  work  with  such  powerful 
Jorce  and  effect  that  no^nan  would  ever  see  another 
slave  Territory  on  this  continent.'' 

The  speech  of  ex-Senator  Shields,  from  which 
the  ajove  extract  is  taken,  was  published  in 
tne  Washington  Uiion  of  October  28th,  1854, 
and  that  press,  in  presenting  the  speech,  not 
only  announced  its  gratification  that  Mr. 
btiields  was  canvassing  IlHnois,  and  giving 
powerful  aid  to  his  distinguished  coUeague, 
Judge  Douglas,"  but  the  Union  said  of  this 
speech,  that  Mr.  Shields  ''sustained  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  mirasha  Mil  with  great  force 
and  effect!"  Ex-Senator  Shields  maintained 
that,  under  that  Kansas  act,  "  no  man  would:  f 
ever  see  another  slave  Territory  on  this  cont> 
nent,  and  the  Washington  Union  editorially 
announced  its  gratification  that  Mr.  Shields 
was  thus  aiding  Judge  Douglas,  and  declared, 
in  so  many  words,  that  Mr.  Shields  "sustained, 
the  principles  of  the  Nebraska  bill  with  great 

FORCE  AND  EFFECT!" 

Here  the  Union  distinctly  endorses  the  ar- 
g,^»ients  of  ex-Senator  Shields,  maintaining 
that  the  Kansas-J^ebraska  act  would  result  in 
preventing  any  more  slave  Territories  beisg 
tormed,  and  assuming  precisely  the  doctrine 
advocated  by  Frank  Pierce  to  ex-Senator  Cle- 
mens of  Alabama,  and  subsequently  enforced 
in  the  letters  of  Churchill  C.  Cambreleng  and 
Martm  Van  Buren,  two  of  the  leading  Free- 
soil  advocates  in  the  North,  both  of  whom  with, 
all  their  adherents  and  friends,  now  support 
James  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency!  Verily 
the  Washington  Union  is  a  model  for  a  South- 
ern press !  And  verily  the  Northern  Democ- 
racy are  very,  very  reliable  friends,  (are  they 
not  ?)  of  Southern  rights ! 


Gen.  Sam  Houston  on  the  Presidency. 

We  append  to  the  above  the  following  able 
and  convincing  letter  from  Gen.  Houston,  of 
Texas,  long  a  leader  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  for  forty  years  the  bosom  fiiend  of  Gen. 
Jackson : 

Washington  City,  July  21,  1856, 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th  >of 
June,  ultimo,  addressed  to  me,  at  Huntsville, 
did  not  reach  me  until  my  arrival  here.  I 
thank  you  for  your  kind  sentiments,  and  I  as- 
sure you  I  reciprocate  all  you  have  expressed. 
Any  apology  was  unnecessary  for  addressing 
me  on  political  subjects,  as  they  are  now  so  in- 
teresting to  the  pubhc  as  well  as  to  individuals. 
I  thank  you  for  your  views  and  suggestions,' 
and  will  render  mine  with  perfect  freedom  and 
fidelity.  You  say,  in  speaking  of  yourself,  that 
"  having  been  reared  almost  beneath  the  shades 
of  the  Hermitage,  and  in  every  sense  a  Demo- 
crat, I  feel  all  the  reverence  and  confidence  in 
the  principles  and  integrity  of  the  motives  that 
actuated  Gen.  Jackson  in  his  political  course 


that  I  should  do.  The  issues  formerly  dividing 
the  old  Whig  and  Democratic  parties  may  no 
longer  be  sard  to  exist,  yet  there  is  a  difl'erence 
in  principle,  arising  out  of  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
that  must  continue  to  exist  as  long  as  our  pres- 
ent form  of  government  continues." 

Now  let  us  reflect  for  a  moment,  and  observe 
that  I,  too,  if  not  reared  "  beneath  the  shades 
of  the  Hermitage,"  was  taught  under  the  pm-e, 
vigorous,  and  national  Democratic  teachings  of 
the  revered  and  brave  old  chief,  whose  wisdom 
brought  honesty,  purity,  and  vigor  into  the 
public  service,  with  strength,  love  of  Union, 
honor,  and  renowp  to  the  whole  country.  _  I 
marched  with  that  old  chief,  and  kept  step  with 
his  Democracy  throughout  his  public  life ;  and 
since  he  departed  I  have  never  deviated  for  a 
moment  from  his  principles ;  and,  I  teU_  you, 
you  can  say  most  truly,  that  not  only  the  issues 
formerly  dividing  the  old  Whig  and  Demo- 
cratic parties,  can  no  longer  be  said  to  ha,ve 
any  practical  existence,  but  that  those  parties 
themselves  have  no  distinctive  character.  They 
have  faded,  become  extinct,  and  expired. 

One,  the  Whig  party,  lives  only  in  the  mem- 
eiy  of  its  great  name,  its  great  abihties,  and  its 
great  failures  to  accomplish  practical  results  ; 
the  other,  although  it  retains  the  name  of  De- 
mocracy, has  no  memories  to  which  the  present 
organization  can  refer  without  a  blush  of  shame. 
The  Democracy  of  to-day,  is  a  "  compound"  of 
heterogeneous  materials  ;  it  has  dwindled  down 
to  mere  sectionalism,  and  is  now  but  a  faction. 
It  has  lost  the  principle  of  cohesion,  and  boasts 
no  longer  a  uniform  policy.  When  it  followed 
with  us  the  flag  of  the  "old  chief,  "  it  had  a 
consistency  of  principle  and  firmness  of  pur- 
pose which  always  accompanies  a  clear  convic- 
tion of  right  It  had  clear  heads,  patriotic 
hearts,  and  clean  hands  ever  ready  in  its  sup- 
port. It  spoke  wisdom  and  quiet  at  home,  and 
every  section  rejoiced  in  our  general  prosperity; 
it  announced  its  foreign  policy,  and  negotiations 
abroad  were  no  farther  necessary  than  to  com- 
municate that  announcement. 

Where  is  that  Democracy  to-day  ?  Swallow- 
ed up  in  unmitigated  squatter  sovereignty — in 
sectional  bickerings  and  dispute — in  disregard- 
ing compacts  between  the  different  sections  of 
the  Union,  the  repeal  of  which  has  led  to  insur- 
rection in  Kansas — in  getting  up  Indian  wars, 
wherever  Indians  could  be  found,  as  a  pretext 
for  increasing  the  regular  army,  the  estimated 
expenses  of  which  at  this  time  are  $12,000,000 
per  annum,  when  $300,000  judiciously  expend- 
ed would  secure  peace  with  every  Indian  tribe 
on  the  continent,  and  induce  them  to  embrace 
the  arts  of  civilization. 

The  foreign  policy  of  the  present  Democratic 
President  has  been  far  fro;v:  creditable  to  our 
government  It,  too,  lias  shown  a  disposition 
to  court  an  alien  influence  to  sustain  it,  while 
it  has  declared  and  practised  relentless  pro- 


scription against  native-born  American  citizens' 
I  will  pursue  this  point  no  further.  To  rumi- 
nate upon  it  is  painful  enough  for  a  man  who 
loves  his  country,  but  when  called  upon  by 
friends,  I  feel  it  due  to  them  to  express  my  sen- 
timents plainly.  You  and  I,  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  old  Democrats  who  were  the  true 
Covenanters  under  Jackson,  wash  our  hands 
of  these  absurdities,  follies,  and  evidences  of 
culpable  mismanagement 

None  of  these  things  are  fraught  with  the 
principles  of  that  Democracy  which  was  taught 
at  the  Hermitage,  and  treasured  up  by  us.  I 
can  find  no  relief  in  the  nomination  made  at 
Cincinnati.  I  regard  the  gentleman  upon  whom 
it  fell  as  a  man  of  abilities,  and  one  with  whoni 
I  have  always  maintained  kind  personal  rela- 
tions ;  and  lor  Mr.  Buchanan  I  yet  entertain 
the  highest  respect.  From  his  antecedents,  I 
cannot  regard  him  as  more  patriotic  and  na- 
tional than  Mr.  Fillmore.  In  the  office  of  Pres- 
ident, one  has  been  tried,  tiie  other  has  not — 
It  is  matter  of  astonishment  to  me  that  the 
nomination  happened  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  Mr. 
Buchanan,  when  other  names,  as  I  have  learn- 
ed, were  used  on  the  occasion,  who  had  been 
the  active  advocates  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill,  which  had  been  declared  to  be  the  main 
issue  in  the  approaching  Presidential  contest. 
That  plank  is  prominent  in  the  platform,  and 
the  platform  has  been  accepted,  cordially,  by 
the  nominee.  We  have  to  regard  squatter  sov- 
ereignty as  one  of  the  cardinal  points  of  modern 
Democracy.  The  condidate,  however,  has 
merged  himself  in  the  platform,  or  the  princi- 
ples of  it,  which,  to  my  mind,  are  not  in  har- 
mony with  Jackson  Democracy,  and  I  accord- 
ingly repudiate  them.  I  cannot  separate  the 
candidate  and  platform  in  this  instance,  as  they 
are  ideniical,  inasmuch  as  the  nominee  has  said 
that  he  could  no  longer  speak  for  himself,  as 
James  Buchanan,  but  as  the  exponent  of  the 
principles  set  forth  in  the  platferm.  I  am  con  • 
strained,  according  to  my  notions  of  Democra- 
cy, to  utterly  reject  the  platform,  and  cannot 
give  my  support  to  the  nominee  of  the  present 
Democratic  party. 

Of  the  Republicans,  I  can  only  say  that  their 
platform  and  principles  are  sectional,  and  I  can- 
not conceive  how  any  man  lovins,  this  Union, 
devoted  to  its  principles,  can  suj^port  a  ticket 
fraught  with  such  disastrous  coiscquences  to 
the  whole  country  as  its  success  would  be.  It 
has  been  my  habit  in  life  to  iiepr;cate  and  op- 
pose everything  of  a  sectional  character,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  view  with  com^.lacency  any- 
thing which  is  calculated  to  ixii1i:at'  against  the 
Union,  or  any  section  of  the  wbr.le  country. — 
You,  my  dear  sir,  know  as  well  ;i.s  I  do,  that 
when  Texas  was  annexed  to  the  United  States, 
she  did  not  consider  herself  as  i. 'entified  with 
any  particular  section,  but  vi^v.  ■.-.i  herself  as 
merged  in  the  Union.  She  iia.  i  received  the 
sympathy  of  the  citizens  of  evei;,'  sviction  of  the 
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Union.  Her  feeling,  her  interest,  and  her  ex- 
istence in  becoming  a  member  of  the  Union, 
she  considered  as  inseparable  from  its  preserva- 
tion and  prospeiity. 

A  sense  of  duty,  under  these  circumstances, 
leads  me  to  the  conclusion  to  support  the  Amer- 
ican nominees,  Fillmore  and  Donelson.  They 
aa-e  good  men,  and  I  think  the  only  men  now 
in  nomination  for  the  Presidency  and  Vice 
Presidency  before  the  American  people  who  do 
most  assm-edly  claim  the  cordial  support  of 
men  who  are  true-hearted  Americans — Demo- 
crats and  Whigs.  All  faithful  naturalized  citi- 
zens, though  of  foreign  birth,  who  cannot  be 
controlled  by  any  foreign  allegiance,  can  come 
forward  to  their  support,  as  rational  men,  capa- 
ble and  willing  to  support  the  Constitution  and 
the  Union. 

Major  Donelson,  you  know,  was  brought  up 
in  the  same  school  with  ourselves,  which  was 
the  old  Jefferson  and  Jackson  Democracy ;  and 
he  has  ever  proved  true  to  his  Democratic  edu- 
cation— the  love  of  the  Union  being  the  polar 
star.  Mr.  Fillmore  was  a  Whig,  and  served 
the  people  of  his  district  while  he  was  a  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress.  His  service  was  satis- 
factory, and  he  secured  their  confidence.  When 
his  official  duties  took  a  broader  range,  and  new 
and  responsible  duties  devolved  upon  him  as 
the^head  of  the  nation,  he  cast  aside  every  sec- 
tional and  local  bias ;  his  views  on  all  impor- 
tant questions  were  limited  only  by  the  extent 
®f  his  duty  to  the  whole  country.  His  services 
met  the  acceptance  of  the  nation,  and  he  re- 
tired from  office  with  the  approving  voice  of 
thousands  who  had  been  his  former  opponents. 
In  my  opinion,  he  administered  the  government 
wisely  and  well.  He  found  the  country  in 
great  excitement,  as  well  as  dissatisfaction,  and 
even  in  peril ;  and  yet  he  left  it  in  repose,  tran- 
quillitj'^,  and  safety ;  and  it  is  a  pleasure  for  me 
to  look  back  and  remember  that,  without  any 
deviation  from  my  line  of  duty  as  a  Jackson 
Democrat,  I  was  enabled  to  sustain  and  aid  him 
in  most  of  his  leading  measures ;  and  so,  too, 
were  nearly  all  the  true-hearted  Jackson  Dem- 
ocrats of  that  time.  Were  the  Democrats  of 
the  present  day  even  aa  sound  as  they  were 
then,  though  heresies  had  then  been  introduced 
into  the  party,  I  would  cheerfully  co-operate 
and  act  with  them  on  many  important  subjects; 
but  since  they  have  recognised  squatter  sov- 
ereignty and  their  "great  principle"  (which  I 
have  been  unable  to  dis<;'Over)  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  as  tests  of  true  Democracy — 
making  them  the  front  flanks  of  their  party 
platform — I  will  not  stand  upon  it,  nor  can  I 
recognise  such  principles  as  truly  Democratic. 
It  was  the  attempt  to  can-y  out  such  measures 
which  has  involved  us  in  our  present  calami- 
tous and  perilous  situation.  Hence  the  effort 
has  been  made  to  incorporate  them  with,  and 
render  them  parts  of,  the  ancient  platform  of 
the  time-honored  Democracy,  supposing,  as  no 


doubt  they  did,  that  the  talismanic  name  of 
Democracy  would  unite  the  American  people 
in  support  of  heresies  as  absurd  as  they  are 
dangerous  to  the  well-being  of  the  country. 

But,  my  dear  sir,  I  will  not  attempt  to  go  in- 
to detail  further.  I  hope  that  Texas,  when  she 
comes  to  the  polls  in  November  next,  will  make 
a  united  rally  for  the  American  ticket,  and  that 
its  triumph  will  be  complete.  I  hope  the  friends 
of  our  Union  and  true  Democratic  principles 
will  rally  around  the  sentiment  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
and  show  their  reverence  for  his  memory  and 
great  services  to  the  nation,  expressed  in  his 
letter  to  Dr.  Coleman,  "that  it  is  time  we 
should  become  a  little  more  Americanized." — 
Since  the  day  on  whieh  the  warning  was  given, 
our  country  has  been  progressing ;  and  from 
developments  which  have  talien  place,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  exigencies  of  the  country  im- 
press upon  us  the  necessity  of  feeling  fully  alive 
to  oiu-  nationality,  by  evincing  respect  for  his 
wise  counsel.  I  will  not  assume  to  offer  to  the 
people  of  Texas  the  words  of  warning  and  ad- 
monition. In  the  words  of  Jackson  they  have 
higher  counsel  The  days  ©nee  were  when  my 
admonitions  and  advice  were  offered  to  them. 
They  will  remember  what  my  course  among 
them  has  ever  been — they  know  with  what  in- 
tense interest  I  have  sought  to  secure  their 
peace  and  advance  their  prosperity.  My  devo- 
tion to  them  is  not  lessened  at  this  moment — it 
can  never  abate  so  long  as  all  I  treasure  upon 
earth  remains  in  the  bosom  of  that  community. 
Whatever  estimate  they  may  think  proper  to 
place  upou  my  opinions  is  with  them.  To  the 
aged  and  the  middle  aged  I  would  speak  as  to 
brethren — to  the  younger  men  and  the  youth 
I  would  speak  as  a  father — and  beseech  them 
to  take  the  course  best  calculated  to  restore 
harmony  to  our  distracted  count. y,  and  promote 
the  general  good. 

Thine  truly, 

SAM  HOUSTON. 

To  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Austin,  Texas. 


Charles  B.  Calvert,  of  Maryland. 

The  attention  of  the  South  is  next  directed  to  the 
following  letter  from  Charles  B.  Calvert,  Esq.,  of 
Maryland.  Mr.  Calvert  is  one  of  the  largest  slave- 
holders and  landed  proprietors  in  the  South  ;  and 
residing,  as  he  does,  in  an  extreme  Northern  slave 
State,  would  be  seriously  affected  by  any  measure 
that  would  operate  injuriously  upon  the  institutioa 
of  slavery : 

Who  should  the  old  Clay  Whwjs  suppoet  ? 
To  the  Baltimore  Patriot : 

The  above  question  ia  daily  asked  by  the 
members  of  the  old  Whig  party,  and  withotit 
supposing  that  my  opinion  will  influence  the 
decision  of  a  single  individual,  I  desire  a  small 
space  ia  your  paper  to  assign  the  reasons  which 


induce  me  to  support  Mr.  Fillmore.  The  contest 
■in  Maryland  can  only  be  between  Fillmore  and  Bu- 
chanan, and  I  deny  the  propriety  of  going  beyond 
those  candidates  to  hunt  up  reasons  for  our  choice. 
Let  every  man  in  the  Union  ask  his  own  con- 
science, and  not  the  political  tricksters  who  en- 
deavor to  control  their  selection  by  establishing 
political  platforms  and  other  devices,  who  of  the 
candidates  will  make  the  best  President  for  the 
■wtiole  Union,  and  act  according  to  his  own  deci- 
sion of  the  question.  Ask  yourselves  which  of 
these  candidates,  from  his  past  life  and  services, 
deserves  the  support  of  the  old-line  Whigs,  or 
rather  the  old  Clay  Whigs.  I  make  a  distinction 
between  those  who  left  the  lini^tolook  for  mili- 
tary leaders  and  those  who  remained  in  to  the 
last.  It  is  said  that  comparisons  are  odious,  and 
we  can  only  judge  of  persons  or  things  by  com- 
parison, and  I  therefore  propose  to  compare  the 
antecedents  of  these  two  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  after  ably  serving  the  Whig  party, 
in  many  distinguished  positions,  was  selected  in 
1848  as  one  of  their  standard  bearers,  and  we  all 
recollect  the  excitement  which  pervaded  all  classes 
over  the  whole  Union,  when  he  became,  by  the 
death  of  Gen.  Taylor,  the  President.  He  at  once 
became  the  President  of  the  Union,  and  not  of  a 
party,  and  by  that  very  act  drove  off  from  his  fu- 
ture support  all  those  politicians  who  only  desired 
the  success  of  their  party  to  attain  their  own  sel- 
fish asphations.  He  administered  the  Government 
with  such  signal  abihty  that  the  waves  of  sectional 
jealousy  and  Btrife  which  had  been  running  moun- 
tain high,  were  calmed  in  a  moment,  and  he  gain- 
ed for  himself,  and  richly  deserved  it,  the  title  of 
the  "  Model  President,"  for  it  raay  be  safely  assert- 
ed that  no  administration  since  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington, ever  gave  more  universal  satisfaction  to 
the  masses  of  all  parties.  If  the  true  interests  of 
the  Whig  party,  and  the  country  had  been  con- 
sulted, he  would,  in  1852,  have  received  the  unan- 
imous nomination  of  the  Whig  Convention,  but 
he  was  defeated  by  politicians,  who  misrepresented 
the  wishja  of  their  constituents,  because  he  had 
•been  the  President  of  the  Union,  and  not  of  their 
party.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  acceptance  of  the 
American  nomination,  Mr.  Fillmore  certainly  was 
the  choice  of  the  old-line  Whigs  ;  and  I  now  pro- 
pose to  take  a  peep  at  the  history  of  the  Demo- 
cratic nominee. 

In  reviewing  history,  I  find  nothing  worth  re- 
<jording  until  we  come  to  the  celebrated  "  bargain 
and  corruption"  story,  which  first  brought  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan prominently  before  the  public — and  as 
many  attempts  have  been  made  to  free  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan from  the  odium  attached  to  all  concerned 
in  that  transaction,  I  propcse  to  examine  the  testi- 
mony. He  certainly  was  the  foundation  on  which 
ihe  whole  calumny  rested,  and  although  his  friends 
attempt  to  show  that  he  did  Mr.  Clay  fuU  justice, 
by  promptly  denying,  when  called  upon,  that  he  had 
any  authority  from  Mr.  Clay,  or  his  friends,  to  make 
any  propositions  to  Gen.  Jackson,  or  that  he  had  inti- 
mated any  such  authority,  still  Gen.  Jackson  a&aerted 
that  he  had  done  so.  It  was  in  the  power  of  Mr. 
Buchanan  to  have  at  once  silenced  the  slander,  by 
stating  a  conversation  which  he  had  previously  had 
with  Mr.  Clay  in  the  presence  of  Gov.  Letcher, 
bal  not  satisfied  with  withholding  the  substance  of 
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this  conversation  froni  the  public  himself,  he  si;c" 
ceeded  in  sealing  the  lips  of  both  Mr.  Clay  and 
Gov.  Letcher,  by  a  personal  appeal  to  their  mag- 
nanimity, and  he  is,  therefore,  in  no  bettei  position 
than  if  he  had  endorsed  the  statement.  From  that 
time  up  to  his  late  nomination,  if  I  have  read  his 
history  correctly,  he  has  waged  unrelenting  war 
upon  Whig  principles  and  leaders,  and  in  his  last 
speech  to  the  Keystone  Club,  he  says : 

"  Being  the  representative  of  the  great  Demo- 
cratic party,  I  must  square  my  conduct  according 
to  that  platform,  and  insert  no  new  plank  or  take 
one  from  it.  That  platform  is  sufficiently  broad 
and  national  for  the  whole  Democratic  party."  Af- 
ter, this  his  last  declaration,  I  ask  tlie  Whigs,  in 
the  words  of  Webster,  "  Where  am  I  to  go  ?" 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  seen  the 
letter  of  Governor  Pratt,  and  examined  it  to  as- 
certain what  course  he  advised  the  Whigs  to  pur- 
sue in  this  emergency.  In  the  first  place  he  en- 
deavors to  read  Mr.  Fillmore  out  of  the  Whig  par- 
ty, because  he  joined  the  Americans,  but  Mr. 
Fillmore  did  no  more  than  Governor  Pratt,  myself, 
and  many  thousand  other  Whigs  did,  who,  believ- 
ing that  the  Whig  party  was  disbanded,  as  it  really 
was  at  that  time,  united  ourselves  lo  some  other, 
and  it  does  not  become  us  to  lecture  each  other 
because  we  cannot  think  ahke.  Governor  Pratt 
seems  to  suppose  that  the  only  question  for  the 
Whigs  to  determine,  to  come  to  a  proper  conclu- 
sion, ia  "  which  of  the  two  national  organizations 
can,  by  their  vote,  be  made  most  certainly  success- 
ful," and  he  then  jumps  to  the  conclusion  himself 
that  the  Democratic  organisation  is  the  one.  He 
declares  that  the  election  of  the  Republican  can- 
didate will  be  destructive  to  the  South  and  the 
Union,  and  then  advises  the  Soirthern  men  to  de- 
sert Mr.  Fillmore,  who  has  always  stood  nobly  by 
the  South,  and  sacrificed  his  popularity  at  the 
North  by  his  noble  stand  in  favor  of  Southern 
rights ;  and  he  would  have  us  discard  an  old  and 
true  friend  to  take  up  one  who  has  always  stood 
in  rather  an  equivocal  position.  He  argues  that 
Mr.  Fillmore  is  not  the  strongest  man,  because,  ia 
his  opinion,  he  cannot  carry  one  Northern  State, 
but  he  does  not  say  that  Buchanan  can  do  any 
better,  and  if  there  is  any  reliance  to  be  placed  in 
the  signs  of  the  times,  he  might  have  further  said 
that  Buchanan  cannot  certainly  carry  a  single 
Southern  State. 

These,  however,  are  the  mere  opinions  of  indi- 
viduals, and  should  not  have  the  weight  of  a  feather 
in  making  up  our  judgment.  A  much  safer  guide 
is  for  every  man  to  give  his  support  to  that  party 
which  approaches  nearest  to  his  standard  of  excel- 
lence, without  being  governed  by  any  other  infiu- 
enccs.  In  the  words  of  Crockett,  "  first  see  you 
are  right,  then  go  ahead."  Gov.  Pratt  admits  that 
ail  the  Free-soil  and  Abolition  Americans  have  left 
Mr.  Fillmore  and  the  American  party,  and  still  he 
asks  Southern  men  to  unite  upon  a  party  support- 
ed by  the  Softs,  as  they  are  called  in,  New  York, 
with  Martin  Van  Buren  (the  candidate  of  the  Abo- 
litionists in  1848)  at  their  head.  Mr.  Fillmore  has 
been  tried,  and  proved  himself  a  national  and  con- 
servative man,  not  only  by  his  acts  when  Presi- 
dent, btit  in  his  speeches  since  his  return  from  Eu- 
rope. His  manly  independence,  ia  qualifying  his 
acceptance  of  the  American  platform,  stands  out 
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2n  oold  relief,  when  contrasted  with  the  subservi- 
ency of  the  acceptance  of  his  competitor. 

We  must  all  admit  that  all  Mr.  Fillmore's  ante- 
cedents are  good  except  his  uniting  himself  to  the 
American  party,  and  for  this  single  error  we  are 
asked  to  discard  him  and  take  up  one  whoso  ante- 
cedents are  all  opposed  to  us,  and  who  forfeits  all 
claim  to  our  confidence  by  accepting  the  most  ob- 
noxious platform  that  was  ever  proposed,  and  con- 
fessing his  entire  dependence  on  the  partv  that 
nommated  him.  Mr.  Buchanan  may  be  called  the 
father  of  the  Cuba  project,  for  as  long  ago  as  1S25, 
m  his  speech  on  the  Panama  question,  he  alluded 
to  It ;  again,  in  his  Ostend  manifesto,  he  urges  it, 
and  lastly  in  this  late  platform.  After  a  full  ex- 
amination of  the  claims  of  these  two  parties  and 
their  candidates,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  hesitate 
to  yield  my  support  to  Mr.  Fillmore.  I  have  not  as- 
signed these  as  reasons  to  influence  others,  but  sim- 
ply to  justify  myself  in  the  eyes  of  my  old  associ- 
ates ;  and  all  that  I  could  or  would  ask  is,  that 
each  member  of  the  old  Whig  party  shall  dispas- 
sionately weigh  these  candidates  in  kis  own  scales, 
and  support  the  one  who  comes  nearest  to  his 
ideas  of  perfection.      CHARLES  B.  CALVERT. 

Hon.  James  A.  Pearce,  ot  Maryland. 

This  gentleman  has  written  a  letter  declaring 
in  favor  of  Buchanan,  and  giving  what  he  calls 
his  reasons.  His  reasons  are  evidently  intend- 
ed to  operate  on  others,  so  as  to  induce  them 
to  do  as  he  proposes  to  do.  It  is  proper,  there- 
fore, to  see  the  propriety  of  his  reasons  ;  for  it 
may  be  that  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
him  to  go  over  to  the  filibustering  Democracy 
ought  to  induce  everybody  else  to  take  a  differ- 
ent course. 

Mr.  Pearce  says  his  confidence  in  Mr.  Fill- 
more as  a  sound  national  man,  free  fi-om  section- 
al prejudices,  and  in  the  wisdom  of  his  adminis- 
tration, strongly  induce  him  to  support  him. 
He  says  further,  that  while  he  cannot  approve 
of  the  mystery  about  the  formation  of  the 
American  party,  nor  of  all  its  principles,  yet 
he  does  approve  of  the  sentiment  of  American 
nationality,  and  he  thinks  American  citizen- 
ship is  too  cheap.  But  he  thinks  Mr.  Fillmore 
cannot  be  elected — that  the  contest  is  between 
Fremont  and  Buchanan,  and  Buchanan  is  en- 
tirely safe  for  the  South,  and  therefore  he  is  for 
him,  rather  than  divide  the  vote  between  Fill- 
more and  Buchanan.  So,  then,  "  squatter  sov- 
ereignty "  doctrines  and  Ostend  manifestoes 
can  be  gulphed  down  by  the  old-line  Clay 
Whigs  of  Maryland! 

Now,  is  it  not  exceedingly  strange  that 
while  Southern  men  say  that  Mr.  Fillmore  is 
only  in  the  way  of  Buchanan,  and  that,  if  he 
were  out  of  the  way,  Buchanan  would  be 
elected,  the  Northern  men  say  precisely  the 
same  thing  of  him,  in  regard  to  Fremont, — 
that,  if  Fillmore  were  out  of  the  way,  they 
could  elect  Fremont  ?  The  truth  is,  that  he  is 
in  the  way  of  both  of  them,  and  that,  being  a 
candidate,  neither  of  them  can  be  elected,  even 


with  the  aid  of  Frank  Pierce,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  James  A.  Pearce,  of  Maryland! 

Mr.  Pearce  says  that  he  has  not  been  able 
to  satisfy  himself  (we  wonder  if  he  tried  hard  ?) 
that  Mr.  Fillmore  can  carry  a  single  State 
North  ;  and,  although  he  does  not  say  so  in 
words,  yet  it  is  evident  he  means  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying,  that  Mr.  Buchanan  can,  oth> 
erwise  there  would  be  no  more  use  in  voting  for 
Buchanan  than  Fillmore,  and  he  says  he  will 
vote  for  Buchanan. 

Well,  now,  why  does  he  say  that  Mr.  Fill- 
more cannot  get  a  Northern  State  ?  Hear  him  r 

"His  (Mr.  Fillmore's)  wise  and  patriotic  course 
while  President,  which  recommended  him  sa 
strongly  to  the  Whigs  of  the  South,  is  regarded  . 
by  a  majority  at  the  North  as  a  fatal  objection  to 
him." 

Now  is  this  true  ?  If  it  is,  then  this  fearful' 
fact  is  disclosed,  to  wit:  that  there  is  a  "ma- 
jority"—mark,  a  majority !— at  the  North,  who 
will  not  vote  for  a  man  that  they  know  is  ti-ue 
to  the  South !  Well,  does  not  Mr.  Pearce  as- 
sume that  Mr.  Buchanan  is  just  as  true  t©  the 
South  as  Mr.  Fillmore  ?  Of  course  he  does, 
or  he  would  not  vote  for  him !  If  this  be  so, 
will  the  North  vote  for  Mr.  Buchanan  ?  If  he 
is  not  as  true  as  Mr.  Fillmore,  will  yoti  vote 
for  him,  Mr.  Pearce? 

Mr.  Pearce  proceeds  to  say  of  the  North : 
"It  is  not  moderation  and  conciliation  they 
desire."  And  is  it  on  this  ground  that  they 
prefer  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Fillmore?  And 
is  it  on  this  ground  that  Mr.  Pearce  will  unite 
with  them  ?  This  is  the  only  logical  conclu- 
sion from  his  premises. 

Mr.  Pearce  proceeds  to  say  further  of  the 
North: 

"  They  think,  as  one  of  their  leaders  'said^ 
'that  the  time  for  compromises  has  passed.^" 

And  is  it  on  this  ground  that  they  prefer 
Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Fillmore ;  and  is  it  on  this 
ground  that  Mr.  Pearce  unites  with  them? 
T  hat  is  Mr.  Pearce's  logic. 
Again  he  says  : 

"They  want,  in  the  President,  an  instrument  to 
punish  the  South,"  &c. 

And  "Mr.  Fillmore  is  too  national  for  this 
purpose!"  And  is  it  for  this  reason  they  pre- 
fer Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Fillmore  ?  And  is  it 
for  this  reason  Mr.  Pearce  will  unite  with  them? 
Such  is  Mr.  Pearce's  predicament. 
He  further  says  : 

"  If  all  the  Southern  States  should  vote  for  Fill- 
more he  would  fail  in  the  election,  without  sueb 
assistance  from  the  free  States  as  it  would  be  vain 
to  look  for." 

Well,  if  Mr.  Buchanan  gets  the  whole  South 
he  will  not  be  elected,  any  more  than  Mr.  Fill- 
more would,  without  aid  from  the  North ! 

What  does  it  all  amount  to,  then?  Why, 
simply  this :  Mr.  Buchanan  (in  Mr.  Pearce's 
opinion)  can  get  votes  at  the  North  that  Mr. 


Fillmore  cannot  get.  "  A  majority  of  the  North 
want  a  President  as  an  instrument  to  punish 
the  South."  Mr.  Pearce's  argument  is  that  Mr. 
Buchanaft  is  that  man.  Of  course,  no  man  can 
get  a  majority  of  the  North,  without  at  least 
getting  some  of  these  South-punishing  votes  : 
Mr.  Pearce  thinks  that  Mr.  Buchanan  can  get 
them,  and  that  Mr.  Fillmoro  cannot.  They 
Ju7iow  they  cannot  punish  the  South  with  Mr. 
Fillmore,  for  they  have  tried  him.  They  think 
they  can  do  it  with  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  there- 
fore they  prefer  him.  And  because,  from  such 
A  source,  Mr.  Pearce  thinks  Mr.  Buchanan  can 
get  a  strength  which  Mr.  Fillmore  cannot  ob- 
tain, he  will  vote  for  him.  The  whole  argument 
of  his  letter  is  based  upon  the  ground  that  Mr. 
Buchanan  can  get  votes  at  the  North  which 
would  not  be  cast  for  Mr.  Fillmore,  lecause  of 
Mr.  Fillmore's  devotion  to  the  rights  of  the 
South. 

Is  not  this  a  splendid  argument  for  a  South- 
ci'n  man  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the 
South  ?  The  North  iconH  take  Fillmore  (says 
Mr.  Pearce,  substantially)  lecause  he  is  a  na- 
tional man.  He  administered  the  government 
<>n  national  principles.  The  North  cannot 
punish  the  South  loith  Mr.  Fillmore  lut  they 
know  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  they  will  take  him, 
"squatter  sovereignty,"  " filibusterism,"  "Os- 
tend  Conference,"  "  ten  cents  a  day,"  with 
"  Forneyism"  superadded,  and  so  Mr.  Pearce 
casts  aside  the  national  candidate,  and  advises 
the  South  to  swallow  this  compound,  prescribed 
■by  the  learned  doctors  at  Cincinrati,  and  unite 
with  the  Cochranes,  Fowlers,  Van  Burens, 
Forneys,  and  Bentons,  in  perpetuating  this 
present  dynasty  ! 

Mr.  Pearce's  letter  is  certainly  full  of  argu- 
ment, full  of  powerful  reasons,  but  if  we  un- 
dersiband  and  comprehend  the  force  of  his  po- 
sitions, his  conclusions  are  illogical,  and  his 
whole  letter  is  a  warning  to  the  South  not  to 
touch  James  Buchanan — on  the  contrary,  the 
"reasons"  which  operate  upon  Mr.  Pearce  to 
sustain  Mr.  Buchanan  should  induce  every 
other  Southern  man,  and  indeed  all  conserva- 
tive men  everywhere,  without  distinction  of 
.section,  or  of  party,  to  support  Millard  Fill- 
more for  President,  and  thus  inaugurate  an 
administration  that  will  Icnow  no  North,  no 
South,  nothing  lut  the  country,  and  the  whole 
country  ! 

We  suggest  one  view  which  seems  not  to 
have  occurred  to  Mr.  Pearce — it  is  this :  If 
those  who  prefer  Mr.  Fillmore,  can  elect  Mr. 
Buchanan  as  a  second  choice  by  uniting  on 
him,  then  those  who  prefer  Mr.  Buchanan  can 
elect  Mr.  Fillmore  as  a  second  choice,  by  un-i 
ting  on  him.  We  suppose  Mr.  Pearce  will 
hardly  deny  so  plain  a  proposition.  We  make 
another  suggestion :  If  the  Buchanan  men, 
like  Mr.  Pearce,  admit  that  Mr.  Fillmore  is  a 
safe  man,  (as  he  does,)  why  do  they  not  unite 
on  him,  rather  than  on  Mr,  Buchanan,  when 


they  hnow  and  admit  that  Mr.  Buchanan's 
Northern  supporters  design  to  use  him  as  an 
instrument  with  which  to  punish  the  South  ? 

Another  suggestion  to  Mr.  Pearce.  Mr. 
Pearce  takes  the  self-same  position  as  the 
Fremont  men  and  the  Buchanan  men  ever  ^ 
where  take,  to  wit,  that  "  Mr.  Fillmore  has  no 
chance."  He  plays  into  their  hands.  He  has 
fallen  into  the  trap  set  by  the  leaders  of  those 
two  parties,  headed  by  Fremont  and  Buchan- 
an. The  moderate  and  conservative  men  (such 
as  Mr.  Pearce  assumes  to  be)  all  tell  the  same 
tale  :  "We  would  support  Fillmore  if  we 
thought  he  had  any  chance — we  know  he  is  a 
national  man — that  he  is  no  sectionalist — and 
we  prefer  him  to  anybody  else."  This  is  their 
song,  morning,  noon,  and  night.  Now  our 
suggestion  is  this : 

If  those  men  who  make  these  professions, 
will  go  to  work  and  demonstrate  the  sincerity 
of  their  professions,  the  election  of  Fillmore 
would  be  readily  accomplished !  Indeed,  it 
will  be  accomplished  not  only  without  the  aid 
of  such  men,  but  despite  their  efforts  to  the 
contrary.  We  have  no  confidence  in  men, 
"  Who  know  the  right, 
Aud  yet  the  wrong  pursue." 
There  is  a  wide  difference  between  patriots 
and  politicians — between  statesmen  and  sche- 
mers. Show  us  a  patriot  and  a  statesman,  and 
you  show  us  a  man  who  takes  his  p)ositionfor 
his  country — battles  for  her  lights  and  inter- 
ests, without  regard  to  personal  consequences ! 
Show  us  a  scheming  politician,  and  you  show 
us  a  man,  who  assumes  no  responsibility,  and 
takes  no  distinct  position,  till  he  finds  icliat 
2>osition  is  to  le  the  popular  one  ! 

If  we  are  asked  to  further  illustrate  our  defi- 
nition of  a  patriot  and  a  statesman,  we  would 
say  that  he  is  a  man  who,  when  called  upon  to 
be  the  standard  bearer  of  a  party  that  seeks  to 
emancipate  the  countrj-  from  the  tyranny  of 
foreignism,  Romanism,  and  demagoguism,  re- 
sponds : 

'■'■  Approving,  as  1  do,  the  general  objects  of  the 
party  which  has  honored  me  with  its  confidence,  I 
cheerfully  accept  its  no7nination,  without  waiting 

TO  INQUIRE    OP    ITS   PROSPECT    OF    SUCCESS    OR    DE- 
FEAT." 

Such  sentiments  manifest  the  patriotic  states- 
man. 

If  we  are  asked  to  define  a  politician,  we 
would  do  it  thus,  (without  intending  any  per- 
sonal application  of  our  definition)  to  wit :  He 
is  one  who,  unwilling  to  be  found  upon_  the 
toealer  side,  even  in  defence  of  principles 
which  in  his  heart  he  approves,  but  which  he 
deems  it  politic  to  assent  to  in  part,  and  to 
dissent  from  suh  modo,  and  having  determined 
to  be  "right  side  up,  with  care,"  no  matter 
what  party  comes  into  power,  prays  first 
"good  Lord,"  and  next  "good Devil" — he  takes 
sides  with  the  latter,  protesting,  nevertheless, 
that  if  the  fqrmer  should  happen  to  be  tri- 
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umphant,  he  will  rejoice  uproariously  on  the 
occasion  of  his  inauguration ! 

Statesmen  take  positions  from  a  conviction 
of  their  justice,  and  maintain  them  without  re- 
gard to  consequences  affecting;  themselves  per- 
mr\2.Vij^Politic'ums  seek  to  know  what  party 
will  prove  successful,  and  shape  their  course 
accordingly.  The  American  Reformation  com- 
menced with  the  peo2yle — its  progress  has  baf- 
fled the  calculations  of  the  politicians — it  will 
be  carried  on  and  consummated,  without  the 
assistance  of  those  who  were  not  consulted  by 
the  people  when  they  began  it,  and  who,  per- 
haps, for  that  reason,  would  be  willing  to  see 
it  fail! 


HoQ.  James  A.  Pearce,  of  Maryland. 

The  great  card  of  the  filibustering  Democ- 
racy, under  the  lead  of  Forney  and  Buchanan, 
in  the  present  campaign,  is  the  letter  of  this 
honorable  Senator,  who  comes  to  the  rescue  of 
the  "  squatter  sovereignty"  candidate,  not  a 
moment  too  soon  to  revive  his  drooping  hopes! 
Our  readers  may  be  surprised  when  we  inform 
diem,  that,  before  tlm  famous  letter  appeared 
ill prlni,  in  the  Xational  Intelligencer,  it  had 
been,  as  we  are  told,  translated  into  the  French 
language,  and  forwarded  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch, to  operate  on  the  honest  Creoles  of  Lou- 
isiana! Ever  since  the  flood,  "  drowning  men" 
have  caught  at  "straws,"  when  being  wafted 
by  the  current  into  the  great  ocean  of  oblivion, 
and  human  nature  still  clings,  as  hitherto,  with 
undiminished  tenacity  to  this  ephemeral  exist- 
ence, and  more  especially  when  that  existence 
is  rendered  desirable,  by  the  prospect  of  enjoy- 
ing the  "loaves  and  fishes  !" 

But  is  it  not  a  melancholy  spectacle,  to  be- 
hold the  once  "  indomitable  Democracy" — that 
great  party,  which  under  the  lead  of. a  Jeffer- 
son and  a  Jackson,  rode  triiunphant  over  Fed- 
eralism fifty  years  ago,  and  over  Whigism 
twenty-five  years  afterwards — is  it  not  a  sad, 
gloomy,  sorrowful  spectacle  to  behold  that 
'  untcnified  Democracy,"  cringing,  bowing, 
kneeling  to,  and  supplicating  an  old-line 
Whig  leadei",  with  '■'■Save  me  Cassius  or  I 
sinll"  And  is  it  not  true?  Are  not  the 
Forneyized  presses  of  the  whole  land  begging 
and  pleading  with  the  old-line  Whigs,  their 
ancient  enemies,  to  help  them  in  their  neces- 
sities ? 

Do  they  not  confess  that,  without  the  aid  of 
those  Whigs,  whose  doctrines  in  times  past 
tiiey  have  denounced  as  dangerous  and  damn- 
able, they  cannot  survive  the  present  confiict 
with  the  elements  of  Americanism?  If  the 
pseudo  Democracy  had  a  spark  of  that  pride 
which  shoul'l  influence  men  of  principle,  they 
would  seiner  call  upon  the  rocks  and  mount- 
a'.ns  to  cover  them,  than  claim  the  sympathy  of 
men  whom  they  have  denounced  as  enemies  of 
fixa  institutions !     What  but  despearatiioii  itself 


could  prompt  the  "  harmonious  Democracy"  to 
implore  the  Whigs  to  have  pity  on  them  ? 

The  pseudo  Democratic  party  has  lost  its 
power,  lost  its  strength,  lost  its  principles ! — 
Do  you  ask  for  proof  of  this  ?  It  confesses 
its  weakness  and  want  of  power,  in  its  mourn- 
ful appeals  to  the  Whigs  to  save  it  from  anni- 
hilation I  It  has  abandoned  its  principles,  in 
the  vote  of  the  United  States  Senate,  upon  the 
bills  vetoed  by  Frank  Pierce  of  New  Hamp- 
shire !  With  a  clear  and  decided  majority  in 
the  United  States  Senate  the  pseudo-Democ- 
racy of  that  body  allowed  the  7th  section  of 
their  Baltimore  platform,  which  was  re-enacted 
at  Cincinnati,  to  be  ignored,  evaded  and  tram- 
pled upon,  in  the  passage  of  the  Internal  Im- 
provement bills  which  Franklin  Pierce  had 
vetoed ! 

But  why  speak  of  the  icealcness  of  the  pre- 
sent Democratic  party?  Why  refer  to  their 
abandonment  of  their  long-cherished  princi- 
ples ?  It  cannot  be  denied  by  any  honest  man 
that  the  sole  purpose  of  that  party  in  seeking 
to  perpetuate  this  dynasty  is  to  fatten  upon 
the  spoils  ! 

But  to  return  to  the  letter  of  Senator  Pearce. 
That  gentleman  has  assumed,  without  ventu- 
ring to  give  us  the  data  on  which  his  assump- 
tion rests,  that  there  is  "  not  the  least  proba- 
bility of  Mr.  Fillmore's  election  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,"  if  thrown  into  that  body. 
He  leaves  the  inference  to  be  drawn,  that  it' 
would  be  dangerous  to  throw  it  into  the  House 
lest  Fremont  would  be  elected. 

Senator  Pearce  does  not  venture  to  say  that 
such  is  his  opinion,  but  he  evidently  means  te 
create  such  a  belief.  We  must  be  pardoned  iii 
saying  that  such  an  idea  is  simply  preposte- 
rous. There  is  no  sane  man  who  believes  that^ 
any  such  result  could  possibly  follow,  were  the- 
election  to  be  thrown  into  the  House.  We 
have  no  idea  that  the  election  will  go  into  the 
House,  hut  if  it  goes  there,  we  say  unhesita- 
tingly that  Mr.  Fremont  cannot  under  any  cir- 
cumstances be  elected  by  the  House.  Mr.. 
Pearce  either  knows  this,  or  he  is  vrantingin 
that  knowledge  which  he  ought  in  his  position' 
to  possess. 

There  are  thirty-one  States,  and  no  man  can 
be  elected  President  by  the  House  vrithout  the 
vote  of  sixteen  States.  Each  State  has  one 
vote,  and  a  majority  is  necessary  to  a  choice. 
There  are  thirteen  States  only  whose  vote 
cmdd  be  cast  for  Fremont,  to  wit,  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode- 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and 
Wisconsin.  There  are  ten  States  whose  votes^ 
would  probably  be  cast  for  Buchanan,  to  wit, 
Viginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Gleor- 
gia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkan- 
sas, Florida,  and  California. 

There  are  four  States  whose  vote  wodd 
probably  be   c&st  for  Pillmojre,  Mi  rmer  im- 
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Fremont,  to-wit:  Delaware,  Maryland,  Ken- 
tucky and  Missouri,  There  are  three  States 
which  are  divided,  to-wit :  Tennessee,  Texas, 
and  Iowa.  There  is  one  State  (Illinois,)  whose 
vote  will  depend  on  two  elections  to  supply  va- 
cancies. 

Now  should  it  so  happen,  which  is  improla- 
ble,  that  Illinois  should  cast  her  vote  for  Fre- 
mont, he  would  still  be  minus  two  States,  and 
these  under  no  state  of  circumstances  could  he 
get 

The  Hon.  Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  in  pre- 
paring a  statement  to  alarm  the  South,  sup- 
poses it  jJossiSZe  that  Mr.  Hail,  of  Iowa,  may 
be  ousted  of  Ms  seat,  and  a  Republican  elected 
in  his  place,  and  then  if  {yea,  if)  the  two  va- 
cancies in  Illinois  should  be  tilled  by  RepubU- 
eans  also,  then  Iowa  and  Illinois  would  go  for 
Fremont,  m?iV\ng  fifteen  States,  and  the  cast- 
ing vote  would  depend  on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Culien, 
of  Delaware !    As  to  Illinois,  there  is  no  fear  of 


would  vote  for  Mr.  Fillmore  first  and  last — r.ot  for 
Buchanan,  nor  Fremont — and  he  was  satisfied  that 
Mr.  Fillmore  would  receive  a  majority  of  the  States. 

"Mr.  Cobb  said,  in  hi? appeal  to  his  constituents 
he  did  not  mistake  concerning  Mr.  Cullen's  posi- 
tion, which  was  one  of  danger  to  the  South,  and 
favorable  to  Mr.  Fremont. 

"Mr.  Culien  repeated  that  it  was  his  duty  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Fillmore  t©  tlie  last,  and  if  God  should  per- 
mit the  election  to  come  into  the  House,  he  should 
fearlessly  do  his  duty." 

Now  that  hurnbug  is  exploded  by  the  plain, 
direct,  unequivocal  declaration  of  Mr.  Culien, 
that  he  will  not  vote,  either  tor  Fremont  or 
Buchanan,  but  that  he  shall  vote  for  Fillmore 
"  first,  last,  and  all  the  time,"  and  he  "  helieves 
he  will  be  elected.''^  i*7"o  man  on  the  earth  can 
change  the  purpose  of  Elisha  D.  Culien,  cf 
Delaware.  He  is  one  of  the  ■"  noblest  works 
of  God,"  "an  honest  man,"  and  he  is  an 
"American"  in  all  his  feelings  and  purposes. 
So,  then,  were   all   the  various   contingencies 


the  election  of  two  Republicans  from  the  va  ,  ,r     n  v,r,     r/i        •     x 

cam  districts-so  Mr.  Cobb's  "  i/"  will  not !  en^'^ej-^ted  by  Mr.  Cobb,  of  (xeorgia.  to  resm. 
help  him  to  alarm  the  South  as  to  Illinois,  and  j  ^i^vorably  to  i^remont,  he  would  still  be  ue- 
if  Mr.  Hall  should   le  ousted,  which  is  not  ^^^^,    •    .  .      ^ 

probable,  we  can  assure   Mr.  Cobb  that  Iowa  j    •  Jhere  is  not  a  man  m   Congress  73/>«  o«^, 
will  not  allow  bis  "if"  to  be  realized  in  that  I  ^^o  doubts  that  if  the  election  sriould  devolve 
j^  :  upon  the  iiouse  of   Kepvesontatives,  the  elec- 

But  then  suppose  we  were  to  give  Mr.  Pre- 1  tjon  of  Mr  Fillmore  would  be  the  result  uf  it. 
mont  both  Iowa  and  lUinois,  {neither  of  which  ^"^  why?  Because,  m  tlie  first  place,  tnere 
he  can  obtain,)  Mr.  Cobb  confesses  that  it ,  ^emg  no  poc'-ibihty  of  carrying  either  of  the 
would  depend  on  Mr.  Culien,  of  Delaware 
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Now  let  Mr.  Culien  speak  for  himself.  In  a  f"^'^^  [emont,  these  Republicans  who  have,  nev- 
debate,  on  yesterday  in  the  House,  the  follow- h'lthelcss,  America;!  sentiments  as  well  as.47»^- 
ing  remarks  on  this  point  were  made,  to  wit :  i""'^'"'  constituencies,  would,  as  a  choice  be- 
"  Mr.  Culien  read  an  extract  from  the  Savannah  twecn  Fihmore  and  Buchanan,  prefer  the  for- 
Republican,  purporting  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  re- 1  me''-  '^I'^ey  know  full  well  that  were  the  House 
marks  ot  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  delivered  in  that  j  to  fail  of  an  election,  then  the  Vice  President, 
State  recently,  in  which  Mr.  Cullen's  name  was  who  would  be  chosen  by  the  Democratic  Sen- 
incidentaily  introduced.  Mr.  Culien  wished  to '  ate,  would  be  the  President,  and  in  th'3  event 
know  whether  Mr.  Cobb  used  the  language  quoted. ,  of  the  election  devolving  upon  that   body,  Islr. 

Breckinridge  would  be  the  man. 

In  the  sccoml  place,  the  November  elections 
in  many  of  the  Northern  States,  will  indicate 
the  preference  of  the  people  for  Mr.  Fillmorej. 
and  the  members  of  the  House  would,  as  rep- 
resentatives, follow  those  indications.  In  the 
third  place  there  are  many  Republican  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  are'thoroughly  disgust- 
Fifceen  States !  ed  with  their  nominee,  and  only  wait  a  proper 
dependent  on  j  occasion  to  repudiate  the  protege  of  Bishop 


"  Mr.  Cobb  explained ;  the  position  he  had  taken 
was,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  throw  the  elec- 
tion of  President  into  the  House,  which  would  re- 
sult in  the  election  of  Fremont.  The  Republicans 
now  have  thirteen  States.  If  a  Republican  shall 
be  elected  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Allen  and  one  in 
Mr.  Trumbull's  district,  Illinois  would  be  added  ; 
and  if  Mr.  Hall,  whose  seat  is  contested,  be  ousted, 
and  a  Republican  be  elected  in  his  stead,  low 
would  be  secured  for  Fremont, 
thus  certain,  his  election  would 


Mr.  Culien,  the  Renresentative  from  Delaware.  He  |  Hughes.  Certain  it  is,  however,  that  in  no 
was  unwilling  to  trust  it  there,  considering  Mr.  I  event,  were  the  election  to  devolve  upon  the 
Cullen's  course  in  the  election  of  Speaker.  Was  it  House,  could  Fremont  command  sixteen  States^ 
not  Mr.  Cullen's  fixed  opinion  that  he  will  not,  un-  and  without  that  number,  his  election  would 
der  any  circumstances,  vote  for  Mr.  Buchanan  ?      ;  ]r,y  imnossible 

But  to  make  our  demonstration  "  as  clear  as 


Mr.  Culien  replied  that  Mr.  Cobb  had  no 
ground  for  saying  what  would  be  his  course  in 
such  a  contingency.  He  came  here  as  a  National 
American,  and  against  the  vote  of  every  Democrat 
in  Delaware,  excepting  half  a  dozen  personal 
friends.  Was  it  expected  that  he  should  support 
this  Democratic  party,  and  vote  for  his  enemies  ? 
Hft.  fervently  trusted  *Iiat  thi;  election  would  not 
H»e  brought  into  the  Hou«e,  but,  if  it  shcold,  he 


proof  from  Holy  writ,"  we  present  the  follow- 
ing list  of  States  again,  in  a  different  order  and 
I  position,  to  show  the  absurdity  of  Senator 
Pearce's  opinioa.  Wc  fiay,  that  neither  one  o!' 
the  following  States,  will  under  any  circum- 
stanees  go  for  Fremont,  even  were  all  the  re«t 
of  tiic  States  to  do  ao,  U>-vv^it:  Yirginia,  Nortfe 
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€!aroIina,  South  Caroliaa,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  /  rkansas,  Florida,  Cal- 
ifornia, Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri, Tennessee,  and  Texas.  There  are  six- 
teen States  certainly  against  Fremont — and  it 
is  arithmetically  certain  that  there  remain  but 
fiften  States  for  him,  even  alloioing  him  Illi- 
nois and  Iowa, 

But  he  can  neither  get  Illinois  nor  Iowa,  nor 
can  he,  in  our  opinion,  get  even  the  thirteen 
States  which  have  been  claimed  for  him.  We 
are  not  authorized  to  say,  but  we  venture  the 


opinion ,  that  Mr.  Fremont  could  not  carry  Ne^ 
Jersey  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  W 
^have  some  reason  to  believe  that  other  Stat^^ 
of  the  thirteen  claimed  for  him  by  Mr.  Gobi' 
are  not  quite  certain  to  support  him. 

We  have  thus  demonstrated  that  Mr.  Fre 
mont's  election  by  the  House  of  Representa 
tives  is  an  impracticability,  and  Messrs.  Gobi 
and  Pearce  must  get  up  some  other  hoigolU: 
to  frighten  the  South  from  the  path  of  dutji 
interest  and  propriety. 
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